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| 
if every man who is the head of a family were to 
take a quarter section of public land, there would 
still be nearly four million quarter sections left. || 
Ifsome people go and take quarter sections, it does | 
not interfere with the rights of others, for he who | 
oes takes only a part of that which is his, and || 
takes nothing that oe toanybodyelse. The || 
domain belongs to the whole people; the equity is || 
in the great mass of the peers the Government || 
holds the fee and passes the title, but the beneficial || 
interest is in the people. There are, as I have || 
said, two quarter sections of land for every head || 
of a family in the United States, and we merely 
propose to permit a head of a family to take one 
half of that which belongs to him. 

I believe the passage of this bill will strengthen 
the bonds of the Union. It will give us a better 
voting population, and just in proportion as men | 
become interested in property, they will become || 
reconciled to all the institutions of property in the 
country in whatever shape they may exist. Take | 
the institution of slavery, for instance: would you 
rather trust it to the mercies of a people liable to | 
ye ruled by the mobs of which my honorable | 
friend from South Carolina spoke, or would you 
prefer an honest set of landholders? Which would 
be the most reliable? Who would guaranty the 
ereatest security to our institutions, when they 
come to the test of the ballot-box? 

Mr. President, I hope the Senate will pass this 
bill. I think it will be the beginning of a new 
state of things—a newera. 

So far as | am concerned—I say it not in any 
spirit of boast or egotism —if this bill were passed, 
and the system it inaugurates carried out, grant- 
ing a reasonable quantity of land for a man’s fam- 
ily, looking far into the distance to see what is to 
result from it—a stable, an industrious, a hardy, 
a Christian, a philanthropic community growing 
out of it, 1 should feel that the great object of my | 
little mission was fulfilled. All that I desire is | 
the honorand the credit of being one of the Amer- 
ican Congress to consummate and to carry out 
this great scheme that‘is to elevate our race and to 
make our institutions more permanent. I want 
no reputation as some have insinuated. You may | 
talk about Jacobinism, Red Republicanism, and 
soon. I pass by such insinuations as the idle 
wind which I regard not. 

1 know the motives that prompt me to action. 
I can go back to that period in my own history 
when I could not say Phad ahome. This being | 
so, when I cast my eyes from one extreme of the || 
United States to the other, and behold the great 
number that are homeless, I feel for them. I be- | 
lieve this bill would put them in possession of || 
homes; and I wantto see them realizing that sweet || 
conception when each man can proclaim, *‘ | have | 
a home; an abiding place for my wife and for my | 
children; | am not the tenant of another; I am | 
my own ruler; and I will move according to my | 
own will, and not at the dictation of another.’’ || 
Yes, Mr. President, if 1 should never be heard of || 
again on the surface of God’s habitable globe, the 
proud and conscious satisfaction of having con- 
tributed my little aid to the consummation of this 
great measure is all the reward I desire. 

The people need friends. They have a great 
deal to bear, They make all; they do all; but 
how little they participate in the legislation of the 
country? All, or nearly all, of our legislation is 
for corporations, for monopolies, for classes, and 
individuals; but the great mass who produce all, 
who make all while we do nothing but consume, 
are little cared for; their rights and interests are 
neglected and overlooked. Let us, as patriots, 
let us as statesmen, let us as Christians, consum- 
mate this great theasure which will exert an in- 
fluence throughout the civilized world in fulfilling 


i: destiny. I thank the Senate for their atten- 
n. 








EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

On the motion of Mr. Hammonp, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- | 
hess; and after som. time spent therein, the doors | 
were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 
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| the House will adopt it. It is the purpose of t 
|| committee to exathine four, five, or six witnesses 


THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. 


Tuurspar, May 20, 1858. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 
CALL OF THE HOUSE. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is there a quorum | 
present ? 


The SPEAKER. There are but eighty-eight 


| 
members present. 


Mr. CLEMENS. Then I move that there be 


|acall of the House. 


The motion was agréed to. 

The roll was called; and the following members 
failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Adrain, Ab], Arnold, Avery, Barksdale, Bennett, 
Billinghurst, Bishop, Bocock, Bonham, Boyce, Brayton, 
Burroughs, Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, Chaffee, Chap- 
man, Horace F. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clark B. Coch- 


rane, Corning, Covode, Burton Craige, Curry, Damrell, |} 
Davis of Maryland, Davis of Iowa, Dewart, Dimmick, | 


Dowdell, Edmundson, Etiiott, English, Eustis, Farnsworth, 
Garnett, Giddings, Gillis, Gilman, Goode, Greenwood, 


| Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Robert B. Hall, Harlan, 


Hickman, Houston, Huyler, Jenkins, Jewett, Keitt, Kelly, 


Kilgore, Lawrence, Leach, Humphrey Marshall, Matte- | 
son, Miles, Montgomery, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. || 


Morse, Mott, Niblack, Peyton, Purviance, Ready, Reilly, 


Robbins, Roberts, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, Seward, Jobn | 


Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Shorter, Sickles, Robert 


| Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stallworth, ‘Tap 


pan, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Waldron, Warren, Cad- 


| walader C. Washburn, Watkins, and Wortendyke. 


One hundred and forty-one members having 
answered to their names, 

Mr. MORGAN moved that ail further proceed- 
ings under the call be dispensed with. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Dicks, their Secretary, informing the House 
that the Senate had passed an act (S. No. 90) re- 
pealing all laws or parts of laws granting allow- 


|| ances or bounties to vessels employed in the bank 
|| or other fisheries; in which he asked the coneur- | 
' 


rence of the House. 
GEORGE G. SMITH. 


Mr. GARTRELL asked and obtained unan- | 


imous consent to introduce a bill for the relief of 


Dr. George G. Smith, late postmaster at Atlanta, 


| Georgia; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office || 


and Post Roads. 
WILLETT’S POINT. 


Mr. HASKIN. [ask the unanimous consent 
of the House to report the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the select committee appointed by the 
House on the 9th of February, to investigate the sale and 
purchase of the property at Willett’s point, New York, pur- 
chased by the Government for fortification purposes, be au 
thorized to proceed to New York, view the property, and 


| examine witnesses. 


Mr. CLEMENS. 


I object. 


Mr. FLORENCE. There is a pressing neces- || 
| sity for the passage of this resolution, and I hope 


e 


who have not yet been examined. Members of 
the committee desire to view this property; and 
therefore it was considered wise in the committee, 
| without any dissenting voice, to ask the House to 
| grant this privilege to the committee. But .hree 
| members will go, who will also have the duty to 


| perform of examining four, five, or six witnesses. | 


|" Mr. HASKIN. The adoption of the amend- | 


‘ment will save $300. 


| vestigation professes to relate to the transaction 


| of a Cabinet officer from Virginia, | withdraw my | 


objection. 


| Mr. BURNETT. I am opposed to sending | 
| roving commissioners over the country; end there- || 


| fore I object. 
| COMMANDER M. F. MAURY. 


| Mr. WINSLOW, by unanimous consent, in- | 


| troduced a joint resolution authorizing Command- 


\|er-M. F. Maury to accept a gold medal awarded 


Mr. CLEMENS. As the Willett’s point in- | 
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to him by the Emperor of Austria; which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


REVISION OF TARIFF, ETC. 


Mr. FENTON. I ask the unanimous consent 
| of the House to offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means in- 
quire into the expediency of authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to make a loan of 910,000,000, or so much 
|| thereof as may be necessary to pay the creditors of the 
|| United States the sums to which they are justly, iegally, 
|| and equitably entitled ; particularly the debts due to the offi - 
|| cers and soldiers of the revolutionary army, and the widews 
and children of those who died in the service, and their rep- 
resentatives, for the payment of which the faith of the na 
tion has been pledged ; and also, the arrears of pension due 
to the invalids of the war of 1812, and other wars, from the 
|| date of their disability, under contracts made with them 
by the Government when they entered the service. And 
whether a revision of the tariff, with a view to sufficient 
revenue to meet all the necessary wants of the Government, 
is not imperiously demanded by the present state of the na- 
tional finances ; and that said committee report by bill or 
otherwise, as early as practicable, to the end that action in 
the premises may be had during the present session of Con- 
gress. 

Objection was made. 

COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS. 


| Mr. NIBLACK, I ask the unanimous con- 
sent of the Flouse to introduce a joint resolution, 
amendatory of an act entitled ‘“* An act to regu- 
| late the compensation of members of Congress,” 
| approved August 16, 1856, so far as it relates to 
|| such as shall die during their term of service. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 object; and call 
for the regular order of business. 
TEXAS BOUNDARY SURVEY. 


|| Mr. REAGAN. Lask the consent of the House 
| to take from the Speaker’s table a bill which 
| passed the House, and passed the Senate with 





an amendment, 
|| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask for the reg- 
ular order of business. 

Mr. REAGAN. It will not take more than a 
minute or two to dispose of it. It is a bill in ref- 
erence to a commission for running the boundary 
| line of Texas. If the commissioners do not get 
into the field early, they will not get through be- 
fore winter. It is an important amendment, and 
{ hope the gentleman will withdraw his objection. 
| Objection was not withdrawn. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The SPEAKER stated the business first in or- 
'| der to be the amendments reported back from the 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
‘| on House bill No. 200, making appropriations for 
|| sundry civil expenses of the Government for the 
| . « - 

| year ending June 30, 1859; and suggested that 
| the amendments would be reported, and that sep- 
|| arate votes would be had on such as a separate 
| vote would be demanded on; and that a vote 
| should be taken on the remainder of the amend- 
|| ments as a whele. 





First amendment: 
| After line eighty-one, insert as follows : 

For the purchase of Holmes’s life- boats, to be placed on 
i] each of the twenty-ei, ht life-saving stations on the const of 
| New Jersey, $6,440. 
|| And for the purchase of the best life-hoat, to be approved 
\| by the Department, for use on the coast of Long tstand, 
| 
i} 
i} 


$10,000. 
Mr. LETCHER. | ask for a separate vote. 
The question was taken; and there were, on @ 
division—ayes 99, noes 50. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


Second amendment: 


After the following clause: 

|| “ Porcoilection of agricultural statistics, investigations for 
H promoting agriculture and rural economy, and the procure- 
| ment and distribution of cuttings aud seeds, $60,000."” 

|| insert the following proviso : 

|| Provided, That it shall be the duty of the Commissioner 
|| of Patents to submit to the Secretary of the Treasury, at 
|; the commencement “f each session of Congress, the in- 
| voices of seeds and cuttings purchased with the money 
|| hereby appropridted, aud also a statement of the expenses 
1} in procuring agricultural statistics. and the incidental ex- 
|| peuses in procuring seeds, cuttings, and information : And 
|| prowided also, That no salary or compensation to-any per- 
|| son for services in collecting or distributing seeds, cuttings, 
il &e., shall be paid out of this appropriation. 
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Mr. SEWARD. I put it in the name of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, at the suggestion of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, {Mr. Marsna tt. } 
The matter is properly under the control of the 
Secretary of the Interior; and | ask the unanimous 
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consent of the House to substitute the Secretary | 


of the Interior for the Secretary of the Treasury. 

There being no objection; the modification was 
made. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I desire to ask the gen- 
tleman who introduced this proposition, whether 
he supposes that the whole $60,000 will be ap- 
propriated for the purchase of seeds and cuttings 
at their first cost? 

Mr. RITCHIE. Debate is not in order; and 
I object to it, 

Mr. STEWART, of Maryland. Is it notcom- 
petent to have a separate vote on the two provi- 
808 © 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
there is only one proviso; and, at any rate, it 


| C. Washburn, 








| Goodwin, Granger, Groesbeck, Grow, Lawrence W. Hall, 


Harian, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hoard, 
Hopkins, Howard, Jackson, Jenkins, Jeweu, George W. 
Jones, Kellogg, Kilgore, Knapp, Letcher, Lovejoy, Mc- 
Queen, Humphrey Marshall, Mason, Matteson, Miller, 
Millson, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, lsaac 
N. Morris, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Marray, Palmer, Pettit, 


Pike, Potter, Powell, Vurviance, Royce, Rufiin, Scales, | 


Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. 
Sherman, Shorter, Robert Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, 
Stanton, Stevenson, Willian Stewart, Thayer, Thompson, 
‘Tompkins, Trippe, Wade, Walbridge, Walton, Cadwatader 

Buihu B. Washburne, Watkins, Wilson, 


John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—95. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Anderson, Andrews, Ar- 


| nold, Barksdale, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bocock. Bowie, 


Boyce, Bryan, Burlingame, Burns, Chaifee, Ezra Clark, || 


| Clay, Clemens, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Comins, Corn- 


would not be in order to divide the amendment, as | 


it is reported as a whole. 


The question was taken; and the amendment | 


was agreed to—ayes 113, noes not counted. 
Mr. LETCHER moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the amendment was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


Fourth amendment: 


Page 6, line one hundred and thirty-four, before the word 
‘‘report,” insert ** mechanical,” so that the paragraph will 
read : 

For drawings to illustrate the mechanical report of the 
Commissioner of Patents for the year 1858, $6,000. 

Mr. WOODSON. 
that amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Sixth amendment: 


Page 8, line one hundred and eighty. two, strike out “‘thir- 
ty-three,’’ and insert “ forty-three ;’’ so that the paragraph 
will read: 

For lighting the President’s House and Capitol, the pub- 
lic grounds around them and around the executive offices, 
and Pennsylvania avenue, and Bridge and High streets, in 
Georgetown, $43,000. 

Mr. KILGORE. I ask a separate vote on that 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Ninth amendment: 


Page 9, strike out lines one hundred and eighty-eight and 
eighty-nine, as follows: 
“ For repairs of Pennsylvania avenue, $3,000.” 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. lLask fora sepa- 
rate vote on that amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Tenth amendment: 


I ask for a separate vote on 


Page 9, strike out the lines two hundred and four, two | 


hundred and five, two hundred and six, and two hundred 
and seven, as follows : 
‘‘For completing the west wing of the Patent Office 


building, filling up the southwest corner of the square, set- | 


ting the curb, and raising Ninth street in front of the build- 
ing, to its proper grade, $50,000.” 


Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. 
rate vote on that amendment. 
The amendment was rejected. 


Eleventh amendment: 


I ask for a sepa- 


ing, James Craig, Curtis, Davidson, Davis of Mississippi, | 


Davis of Lowa, Dick, Dimmick, Dodd, Durtee, Edie, Enz- 
lish, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Foster, Garnett, Gartreli, 
Gillis, Gilmer, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Haskin, H«tch, 


Hawkins, Hill, Horton, Hughes, J. Glancy Jones, Owen | 


Jones, Keitt, Jacob M. Kunkel, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, 
Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, Leiter, Maciny, Maynard, Miles, 
Niblack, Nichols, Olin, Parker, Pendleton, Peyton, Phil- 
lips, Pottle, Quitman, Reagan, Ricaud, Ritchie, Roberts, 
Russell, Sandidge, Scott, Searing, Seward, Singleton, Sam- 
uel A. Smith, William Smith, Stephens, James A. Stewart, 
Talbot, Georre Taylor, Underwood, Ward, White, White- 
ley, Winslow, Wood, Woodson, Wortendyke, and Augus- 
tus R. Wright—97. 


So the amendment of the Committee of the 


| Whole, as amended, was not agreed to. 


Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. UNDERWOOD said: I should be very 
glad to assign reasons why I shall change my 
vote, but it is not in order. I should be very glad 
to say that I am a friend of the water works, 
and should be very glad to see them completed. 
The reason why I voted in the affirmative was, 
because I thought injustice had been done to the 
other sections of the country. I shall, however, 
now change my vote, and vote against striking 


| out the appropriation. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I object to 
this debate, unless those on the other side are per- 


| mitted to assign reasons for voting in the affirma- 


| 


tive. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I know itis not in order. 
I change my vote, and vote **no.’’ 

Mr. QUITMAN. For the same considera- 


tions which the gentleman has stated, I vote 
cc Bd 
no. 


Mr.SINGLETON. I voted in the Thirty-Sec- 
ond Congress against commencing this work. 
Sut since it has been commenced, and has got to 
be completed, | change my vote, and vote ** no.”’ 
Mr. PHELPS (who was not within the bar 


| when his name was called) asked leave to vote. 


Mr. DEAN. I object. 

Mr. PHELPS. If I had been within the bar 
when my name was called, 1 should have voted 
to keep the appropriation in this bill. 

Mr. KELSEY. I desire to state that I am 
paired off, until four o’clock, with Mr. Dewarr. 

[Cries of ** Announce the vote !’’} 

The SPEAKER. The vote is a very close 
one, and the Clerk is reviewing it before the re- 


| sult is announced. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Is it very certain 


| that there have been changes enough to defeat the 


Strike out from line two hundred and fifteen to line two | 


hundred and twenty-four, inclusive, as follows : 
“For the completion of the Washington aqueduct, 


#800,000 ; and, in addition thereto,so much of the appropri- | 


ation of $250,000 ‘for paying existing liabilities for the 
Washington aqueduct, and preserving the work already 
done from injury,’ cannaieed in the act entitled ‘ An act 
making appropriations for certain civil expenses of the Gov- 
ernnyent for the year ending 90th June, 1857,’ approved 18th 
August, 1856, as may not be required for said purposes.’ 


Mr. STANTON moved to amend, by adding | 


as follows: 

Provided, That no part of the sum hereby a priated 
shall be expended until contracts shall be entered into with 
responsible parties for the completion of the work, which 
sn the aggregate shall not exceed the amount hereby appro- 
priated. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. DEAN. I demand the yeas and nays upon 
the proposition to strike out. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and resulted—yeas 95, 
nays 97; as follows: 

. YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, Atkins, Avery, Blair, Branch, 
Baffiinton, Burnett, Caruthers, Case, Caskie, Jobn B. Clark, 
Seeeicen aon cen esters a 
Dowdell, Sinenbeen, Fenton,Gilman,Gooch, 





amendment? I take it for granted the Clerk will 
not get ready to announce the vote until there 
have been changes enough to reach that result. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not seen the 
report of the Clerk. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania. I ama friend 
of this work; but as so much injustice is done to 
public works in other sections of the country, I 
cannot consent to discriminate in favor of Wash- 
ington city. I therefore change my vote, and vote 


| Say.” 


Mr.GILMAN., I concur entirely with the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania in the reasons he has 
assigned, and change my vote from ‘**no”’ to 
“e ay.’ 

Mr. GILMER, For the reasons assigned by 
the gentleman from Maine, I change my vote, and 
vote **no.’’ [Laughter.] 

Mr. PETTIT. I change my vote from * no”’ 


to **ay.”’ 


colleague, I change my vote from *‘ ay”’ to “* no. 


The vote was then announced as above re- 


corded. ; 
Mr. GOODE moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House refused to strike out the para- 


graph, and also moved to lay the motion to re- 


consider on the table. 


AL GLOBE. 








Mr-ENGLISH. To neutralize the vote of my 





bik aie May 20, 


| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois,demanded the 

| yeas and nays on the latter motion. 

| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

| Mr. GOODE withdrew the motion to recon. 
sider. 


Twelfth amendment: 


Strike out line two hundred and twenty-five, as follows: 
“ For United States Capitol extension, $1,000,000.» 


Mr. J.GLANCY JONES. lLask for a sepa. 
rate vote upon that amendment, and call for the 
yeas and nays upon its adoption. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I hear the 
paragraph as read. My recollection is that the 
committee amended the paragraph before strikin 
out, and that the words as read are not those 
stricken out. 

The SPEAKER. The only report from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

is that the paragraph which has been read be 
| stricken out. The paragraph wasamended in com. 
/ mittee and then stricken out, and the only report 
which could be presented from the committee 
would be to strike out the original paragraph in 
the bill. The friends of the paragraph had the 
right to amend it, to make it as perfect as possi- 
|| ble. But if, after all, they agreed to strike out 
| the paragraph as amended, the only report to the 
House would be on striking out the original words 
|| in the bill. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I under. 
| stand that the text which was stricken out in com- 
| Mittee is not that which has been reported here, 
| The text which was stricken out containeda pro- 
viso; and the question, as I understand it, now 
comes up in the House to strike out just what was 
| stricken out in committee. j 

| TheSPEAKER, The only report which could 
| be made to the House would be, to strike out the 
original clause in the bill. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. What be- 
| comes of the amendment which was agreed to in 
committee ? 

The SPEAKER. The original paragraph, in 
| spite of the efforts of its friends to perfect it, was 
| stricken out. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. The para- 
graph, as amended, was stricken out. 

he SPEAKER. But the recommendation to 
strike out the original paragraph was the only 
report which could come to the House. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 84; as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, Anderson, Andrews, Atkins, 
Avery, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, 
| Bryan, Buffinton, Burnett, Burns, Campbeil, Caruthers, 
| Case, Caskie, John B. Clark, Clawson, Cobb, Colfax, Co- 
vode, Cox, Cragin, James Craig, Curry, Curtis, Davidson, 
| Davis of Indiana, Dawes, Dean, Dodd, English, Farns- 

worth, Garnett, Gartrell, Gilmer, Gooch, Granger, Grow, 
| Lawrence W. Hall, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas 
| L. Harris, Haskin, Hatch, Hill, Hopkins, Howard, Jackson, 
|| Jenkins, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kellogg, Kelsey, Kil- 
|| gore, Knapp, Leiter, Letcher, Lovejoy, McQueen, Hun- 
phrey Marshall, Samuel S Marshall, Mason, Miller, Moore, 








| 
| 








| Morgan, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Mott, Olin, 
Palmer, Pendleton, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Powell, 
|| Purviance, Quitman, Royce, Ruthin, Scales, Seward, Aaron 
| Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, Judson w. Sher- 
| man, Robert Smith, William Smith, Spinner, Stallworth, 
|| Stanton, Stevenson,William Stewart, Talbot, George Tay- 
lor, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, 
Wade, Walbridge, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, E!- 
lihu B. Washburne, Watkins, Wilson, Wortendyke, Joha 
V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—114. , 
NAYS—Messrs. Adrain, Abi, Arnold, Barksdale, Bishop, 
Bowie, Burlingame, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clemens, John 
Cochrane, Cockerill, Comins, Corning, Crawford, Davis of 
Maryland, Davis of Mississippi, Davis of lowa, Dick, Dow- 
dell, Durfee, Edie, Edmundson, Eustis, Faulkner, Fenton, 
Florence, Foley, Foster, Gillis Gilman ,Goode, Greenwood, 
Gregg, G k, Hoard, Hi , Hughes, Huyler, J. 
Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Jacob M. Kunkel, Jolin 
C. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, Macla ’ 
Matteson, Maynard, Miles, Millson, Morrill, Oliver 
Morse, Murray, Niblack, Nichols, Parker, Peyton, Phelps, 
Phillips, Ricaud, Ritchie, ns, Roberts, Hi, San- 


didge, Scott; Searing, Shorter, Sin 

Stephens, James A. Stewart, Ward, Israel Washburn, 
White, Whiteley, Winslow, Wood, Woodson, and Augus- 
tu R. Wright—84. 


} 
' 
} 
| 


So the paragraph was stricken out. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. LOVEJOY stated that Mr. Leacn was 
detained at his room by sickness. 

Mr. HILL. For reasons given to me by some 
eee who seem to know that this Capitol 

ilding would not suffer by delay, and that a less 
sum would do as well at present, I vote ‘‘ ay. 


, Samuel A. Smith, . 
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Mr. TAYLOR, of New York, moved that the 
yote by which the paragraph was stricken out be | 
reconsidered; and also moved that the motion to | 
reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The question was then taken upon all the 
amendments in, gross which were reported from | 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the || 


Union, and upon which a separate vote had not 
been asked; and they were agreed to. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker—— 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and, being engrossed, it was | 
accordingly read the third time. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I desire to 
inquire if the vote by which the water-works ap- 

ropriation was agreed to has been reconsidered? | 

The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. ANDREWS. Then I make that motion. 

Mr. J. GLANCY JONES. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed ; and also move to lay the motion to | 
reconsider upon the table. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

°Mr.J.GLANCY JONES. I move the previ- 
ous question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr.SHERMAN, of Ohio. The gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Anprews] has risen to a motion 
to reconsider, and he cannot be superseded by | 
another privileged question at the same time. 





The SPEAKER. The House has passed from | 


that stage of the bill where the motion would be 
in order. 
Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. The gentleman 


from New York rose and addressed the Chair be- | 


fore the bill was ordered to be read a third time, 


and endeavored to present his privileged motion. | 
If his voice did not reach the Speaker it was not | 
the gentleman’s fault. He submitted a privileged | 
motion, in the hearing of us here, in regard to the || 


Washington aqueduct—a motion which he has a 
right to make. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New | 


York rose in his place, after the bill was ordered 


to a third reading and after it was read the third | 
time, and was recognized. Of eourse the Chair | 


would have recognized him if the Chair had been 
informed that he rose to a privileged question pre- 
vious to that time. 

Mr. ANDREWS. I rose and so stated. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman so stated after 
the bill was read a third time, and not before. 


1 


>. . yuestio 2. 
| bols of ideas, and this would have told to the future the pres- beeen Ny for a moment to enable me to =e word 
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Bingham, Blair Branch Bufiinton, Burlingame, Burnett, || re oth of the PRT AG fr ae Wail a 
B Blair, > : ¥ n from North C is 
Chaffee, Clemens, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Crawford, P = h Carolina, al 


Curry, Davis ot Maryland, Davis of Indiana, Dawes, Dean, | though ou conclusion is the same, and I desire 
Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Farnsworth, Fenton, Garnett, Gilmer, || & submit my views that they may take the same 
Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Thomas L. Har- || course as the other reports. 


” Hoard, sowest, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kellogg, The following resolution, reported by the ma- 
ligore, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Mason, || ;.,: teams . : : alice 
Maynard, Morgan, Morrill, tsaac N. Morris, Oliver A. || jority of the Committee of E ecuons, was then 


Morse, Mott, Murray, Olin, Palmer, Pettit, Pike, Potter, | read: 
Pottle, Purviance, Ricaud, Royce, Ruffin, Scales, Aaron | Resolved, That W. W. Phelps and James M. Cavanaugh, 
Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Robert Smith, || ¢laiming seats as members of this House from the State of 
Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Thayer, Thompson, || Minnesota, be admitted and sworn as such: Provided, Tiat 
Tompkins, Wade, Walbridge, Walton, Cadwalader C. || such admission and qualification shall not be construed as 
Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Watkins, Wilson, John precluding any contests of their right to seats which may be 
V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—80, oe instituted by any persons having the right so to 
So the bill was passed. - a? 
Pending the call, | . ie, BAREIS. of Illinois. As the gentleman 
Mr. WOODSON stated that his colleague, Mr. | nei . ao Carolina —e oes the views of 
ANpeRson, was not well, and had gone home. __| athe ‘ ae whom he represents shall 
Mr. CASE stated that he had paired off with || 2¢ Printec, I will not press my motion to call up 
Mr. Hugues, who would have voted in the affirm- | the subject now. 
oitiee. F 1 Mr. GILMER. All desire is that the gentle- 
Mr. J. GLANCY JONES moved to reconsider | papi fix some day for the consideration of 
the vote by which the bill was passed; and also | oo : . 
. , CVEI N. ri 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. | ‘a ao ee ee ill 
The latter motion was not agreed to. ad ao oe ee ee 
inous. The questions involved are simple, and If 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION. suppose that upon the reading of the reports the 
Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I rise to what I sup- || House could readily come to a conclusion, Min- 
pose to be a question of privilege. The House |; nesota now presents the singular spectacle of a 
will remember that the gentleman from Illinois | State represented at one end of the Capitol and not 
[Mr. Lovesoy] made some remarks yesterday, of |, represented at the other. Four fifths of the ses- 
which I took some notice. In looking over the | sion are already passed. This State has been ad- 
Congressional Globe, which purports to contain |, mitted into the Union for ten days, and has no 
a report of the official proceedings of this House, | Representative upon this floor.. The reports are 


| I finda paragraph in that gentleman’sspeech which | not long. The main question presented in the re- 


places me in the light of having omitted to notice | ports has been discussed elaborately in the past 


| that which is particularly offensive. I desire to || political history of the country, and has been the 


Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. The gentleman || 


rose in his place to a privileged question. 


such was his purpose. 
— SHERMAN, of Ohio. The gentleman so 
stated. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman did not so | 


state until after the bill was read a third time. 
Mr. ANDREWS. I rose but did not make the 
statement at that time. 


it 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that | 


The SPEAKER. The Chair so understood it. || 


The Chair thinks the application comes too late. 


If the gentleman had stated that he rose to a priv- | 
ileged question, it would perhaps have arrested the | 


~ear of the Chair. 
The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. a 
Mr. MORGAN demanded the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the bill. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to lay the 
bill upon the table. 
The motion was not agreed to. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. : 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 103, nays 80; as follows: 
YEAS—Meessrs. Adrain, Ahi, Arnold, Avery, Barksdale, 
Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Bryan, Burns, Ca- 
ruthers, Ezra Clark, John B. Clark, Clawson, Clay, Clem- 
ens, Cockerill, Comins, Corning, Cox, Davidson, Davis of 
Mississippi, Dimmick, Dowdell, Edie, Edmundson, Eng- 
lish, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Foster, Gartrell, 
Gillis, Gilman, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Law- 
rence W. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Haskin, Hatch, Haw- 
kins, Horton, Jackson, Jenkins, J. Stan Jones, Owen 
Jones, Keitt, Jacob M. Kunkel, John C. Kunkel, Lamar, 
Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, Samuel 8. 
~ ~~ il, Massseon, aller, age ong Niblack, Par- 
er, eton, Pe helps i itman, Reagan 
Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts Ruswell, Sandidge, Sect, Sear. 
ing, Seward, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Samuel 
‘ Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. 
tewart, Taylor, Underwood,Ward, White, 
auiteley, Winslow, ood, Woodson, Wortendyke, and 


AYS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Atkins, Bennett, 





| thousand years ago,) there should have been a negro slave, | 


read the paragraph which has been introduced | subject of the intellectual exercises of some of the 
into the gentleman’s speech; and I do it for the || first men of the nation. The points involved in 
benefit of the reporters, as well as for the benefit || the reports of the gentlemen on the othér side, 
of the gentleman from Illinois, and as an excuse | have been already settled by the past action of 
to my constituents for myself. If ithad been ut- || this body, and I am satisfied that the House could 
tered, most assuredly I should have noticed his | arrive at a correct conclusion in the case without 
speecif in a different style from what I did. Itis || a postponement of it. I think the House owes it 
as follows: as an act of justice to the State of Minnesota, 

« ‘The picture of Putnam would have been very well in || either to admit these gentlemen or to reject them. 


the committee room of Revolutionary Claims, but has no l move that the subject be taken up, and the re- 
significance where it is, as it is a revolutionary reminis ] 


; vorts read; and on tl ove i - 
eence. In the place of this sheuld have been the picture P d on that I move the previous ques 
of a western plow, with its polished steel mold board, with tion. F: 7 

the hardy yeoman, with one hand resting on the plow- | Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask the gen- 


handic, and with the other holding a span of bays, with || tleman from Kentucky to withdraw the previous 

arched neck and neatly-trimmed harness. Pictures are sym- 

ent mode of culture of free labor. At the opposite end, in || OF two. 7 

the place of Cinciunatus and his plow, (the plow of two | Mr.STEVENSON. I would withdraw it, but 

gee tage Re ee eae eames wees if the report is taken up, the gentleman will have 

y P clo 1g, W siouching gait, aiong | e 5 an tne 

by the aide of a ale team, with cuabed tempeen ond ‘en | plenty of time to caper his eee on the — 

traces, drawing a barrel of water on the forks of a tree, |, UON. [ therefore decline to withdraw it. 

This would represent the idea of slave labor. Thus we Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to ask 

should have a symbol of the two systems of labor now || whether, if the previous question is sustained, it 

struggling for the ascendency.” will not bring us to vote on the resolution before 
Sir, it is only necessary for me to say to you, |! the reports have been printed or even read? And 

to this House, and to the country, that there is | this is one of the most important questions that 

not one word of truth in this Statement. I mean | has ever been brought before Congress. 





that there is not one word of truth init, for the|;) Mr. STEVENSON. 1 will say, in answer to 

reason that no such remarks were made upon this | the gentleman from Maine 

floor. The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
MINNESOTA MEMBERS. Mr. GILMER. I hope the previous question 


Mr. HARRIS, of Dlinois. I gave notice, yes- | Will not be sustained. a 
terday, that 1 would to-day call = the douniannl- PR 4 er. sotaun aaaaiear” for tell- 
election case from Ohio. Before I do that, how- 2 oo Sonn rae 710U8 .. 
ever, I wish to present a report from the Commit- Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to ask 
tee of Elections on the Minnesota case. | the Chair whether, if the previous question be sus- 

I present to the House a report from the Com- | eee ee eee case can be read with- 
mittee of Elections, to whom was referred, under || ; ’ a, 
the instructions of the House, the credentials of || eae My motion is that they 
the members claiming seats in this House from |) Pe ; 
the State of Silsaador. [ask that the reportand || Mr. WASHBURN, of Muine. If the previ- 
the accompanying resolution be read. If there || 0US question be seconded, the reports cannot be 
be no objection, and unless gentlemen desire that read if any member of the House — 
the report shall be printed and laid over for future Tellers were ordered ; and Messrs. Burrinton, 
consideration, I desire to have the matter dis- || #94 Wricur of Georgia, were appointed . 
posed of now. I do not, however, urge itif it is || _Mr.GREENWOOD. Can = es be read 
desired to have the report printed. The minority, | if the PGROW question is seconded ? se 
I understand, do not agree, and probably there || Mr. GROW. Of course not; a report is in the 
will be two minority reports embracing the views || "@ture of an argument. 
of the two divisions of the minority. I now pre- | The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
sent the report of the majority. 1 or - noes 93. ‘ 

Mr. GILMER. I ask the indulgence of the || 90 the previous question was seconded. 
House to present and have printed the views of a |, Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine, demanded the 
portion of the minority of the committee. I will | Y°AS and nays on ordering the main question. 
state to the House that this is a novel case, and I The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 
do not think that the House can act intelligibly || , The question was taken; and it was decided in 
upon it, until these reports have been printed and || the negative—yeas 97, nays 102; us follows: 
| read by members. | _ YEAS—Messrs. n, Abj, Arnold, Atkins, Barkedale, 


: | Bis Bocock, Bowi Bo Branch, Burnett, Barns 
Mr.W ASHBURN, of Maine. I have not been || Segeitone Caskie, Ghana, ite Be Clark, Giemens, 


able to agree in all the reasoning contained in the \\ Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James 
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Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of 


Indiana, Davis of Missixsippi, Dowdell, Edmundson, Eng- 


lish, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, | 
Greenwood, Gregg, Lawrence W. Hall, Hawkins, Hopkins, |! 


Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, 
Kelly, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, Leteher, Maclay, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, Miles, Miller, Moore, Niblack, 
Pendieton, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, 
Reagan, Ruffin, Russell, Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Searing, 
Seward, Henry M. Shaw, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, 


Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, George || 


Taylor, Miles ‘Taylor, Ward, Watkins, White, Whiteley, 
Winslow, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and John V. 
Wright—97. 

NAYS—Mesers. Abbott, Anderson, Andrews, Bennett, 
Lillingburst, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Buffiaton, Burlingame, 


Campbell, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, | 


Comins, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, 
Dodd, Durfee, Eustis, Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster,” Gar- 
neu, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Grow, 
Harian, J. Morrison Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Haskin. Hill, 
Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kilgore, Knapp, John C. 
Kunkel, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey Marshall, Matteson, 
Mayuard, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, 
Isaac N. Morris, Freeman H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, 
Murtay, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, 
Powe, Purviance, Ready, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Rob 
erts, Royce, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Shorter, 
Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, Thaver, 
Thompson, Tompkins, Trippe, Uaderwood, Wade. Wal- 
bridge. Walton, Cadwalader C,. Washburn, Ellibu 8. Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, Wood, and Zollicofler— 
102, 


So the main question wes not ordered to be now 
put, 


Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. FLORENCE stated that his colleacue, 
Mr. Dimmicx, had left the Hall in consequence 


of indisposition, and had paired off with Mr. | 


Epie. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I rise to what 
{ suppose to be a question of privilege. This 
question, of course, goes over until to-morrow. 
I wish to have the reports printed. 

Mr. SHORTER. I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. 1 move to reconsider the vote by which the 
Tlouse refused to order the main question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 move to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lask the yeas and nays upon 
that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to 
know what will be the effect of the motion to re- 
consider’ Will not the second of the previous 
question stand, and the subject go over until to- 
morrow ? 

The SPEAKER. If the motion fails? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. No, sir: if the 
vote is carried, and the vote refusing to order the 
main question is reconsidered, will not the subject 
still go over until to-morrow ? 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table should prevail, 
such would be the result. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 
the vote ordering the main question should be re- 
considered: what would be the result? 

The SPEAKER. The question will recur, 
‘« Shall the main question be now put?”’ 

Mr. MILLSON, I rise to a question of order. 
As I have never before known a vote refusing to 
order the main question to be reconsidered, | ask 
whether it is a parliamentary motion, inasmuch 
as a demand for the previous question is like a 
motion to adjourn, which can be repeated indefi- 
nitely, and is not subject to be reconsidered at all? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the ques- 
tion of order raised by the gentleman from Vir- 
vinia. Under the rules of the House itisin order 
to reconsider any vote taken by the House, and 
as much a vote refusing to order the main ques- 
lion as a vote ordering the main question. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Andithas been 
a very frequent practice of the House to reconsider 
the vote by which the main question was ordered 
to be put, when we have reconsidered the vote by 


which bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 


Mr. MILLSON. There is no doubt as to the || 


power to reconsider a vote ordering the main ques- 
tion; but I have never known a vote refusing to 
order the main question to be reconsidered. 


The SPEAKER. Thegentleman from Virginia | 


will perceive that the reason of the rule applies as 


well where the House has refused to order the | 


main question, as where the vote has been carried 
in the affirmative. ‘The object is to give the House 


jut suppose | 
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| tion, in consequence of the change of votes, or of 
a fuller House. The reason of the rule applies 


the main question, as where the main question has 
been ordered. 
Mr. MILLSON. May not the demand for the 
previous question be renewed at any time? 
The SPEAKER. That would leave the House 
in the same position. 
Mr. STANTON. As the matter now stands 
, 
| the House having refused to order the main ques- 
| tion, would it not bein order at any subsequent 
stage of the proceedings to demand the previous 
question ? 

The SPEAKER. Ifthe House should refuse 
to reconsider the vote by which the House refused 
to order the main question to be put, the subject 
would go over until to-merrow. 

Mr. STANTON. But when the subjeet again 
comes up, it will then be in order to demand the 
previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The decision of the Chair 
is clearly mght. ask for the vote. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 96, nays 104; as follows: 

YEAS — Messrs. Abbott, “Andrews, Billinglurst, Bing- 
ham, Blair, Bliss, Buflinton, Burlingame, Campbell, Case, 
Chatiee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Davis of indiana, Davis 
of Massachusetts, Davis of iowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, 
Durfee, Eustis, Foster, Garnett, Gilman, Gilmer, Gooch, 
Granger, Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, ‘Thomas L. 
Harris, Haskin, Hill, Hoard, Horton, Howard, Kellogg, Kil- 
gore, Knapp, John C. Kunkel, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey 
Marshall, Matteson, Maynard, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, 
Edward Joy Morris, tsuauc N. Morris, Freeman U1. Morse, 
Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Murray, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pet- 


tit, Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purvianee, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rob- | 


bins, Roberts, Royee, Aaron Shaw, John Sherman. Judson 


W. Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan, || 


Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Trippe. Underwood, Wade, 
Walbridge, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. 
Washburne, tsrael Washburn, Wilson, Wood, Woodson, 
and Zollieofler—v6. : 

NAYS — Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Arnold, Atkins? Avery, 


Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bryan, | 


surnett, Burns, Caruthers, Caskie, Chapman, Horace F. 
Clark. John &B. Clark, Cluy, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, 
Cockerill, Corning, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Craw- 
ford, Curry, Davidson, Davis of Mississippi, Dowdell, Ed- 


mundson, English, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Gartrell, | 


Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, Lawrence W. Hall, 


Hawkins, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, | 
Jenkins, Jewetu, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen | 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamzr, Landy, | 


Luwrence,. Leidy, Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, Samuel 8. 
Marshall, Mason, Miles, Miller, Moore, Pendleton, Peyton, 
Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, Reagan, Ruffin, Russell, 
Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Searing, Seward, Henry M. Shaw, 


Shorter, Sickles, Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, William | 


Smith, Stallworth, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stew- 
art, ‘l'aibot, George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, Watkins, 


White, Whiteley, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and 


John V. Wright—104. 


So the motion to reconsider was not laid onthe | 


table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. MILES stated that his colleague, Mr. Bon- 
HAM, was still detained from the House by indis- 
position in his family. 

Mr. NIBLACK stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Goopwin. 

Mr. READY stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. McQueen, who was detained from the House 
in consequence of illness in his family. 

Mr. HATCH stated that he had voted; but in 
consequence of an understanding with Mr. Ben- 
NETT, Who was not now in the House, he should 
ask leave to withdraw his vote. 

No objection was made. 

The question then recurred on the motion to re- 
consider the vote by which the House refused to 
order the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I call for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. eh e 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 101; nays 96, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Amold, Atkins, Avery, 
Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bur- 
nett, Burns, Caruthers, Caskie, Chapman, John B. Clark, 
| Clay, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, Corning, 
Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, David- 
son, Davis of Mississippi, Dowdell, Edmundson, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Green- 
| wood, Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Hawkins, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, Jenkins, Jew- 
ett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, 
Kelly, Jaeob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, 
| Letcher, Maclay, MeKibbin, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mason, 
Miles, Miller, Moore, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, 
,| Powell, Quitman, Reagan, Ruffin, Sand Scales, Scott, 
|| Searing, Seward, Henry M. Snaw, Shorter, Sickles, Single- 
|| ton, Robert Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Sonith, Statl- 


another opportunity of deciding upon the ques- |) worw, Stephens, Stevensun, James A. Stewart, Talbot, 


just as well when the House has refused to order | 











_ George Taylor, Miles Taylor, Ward, Watkins, White 
Whiteley, Wortendyke, Augustus R. Wright, and John y’ 
Wright—101. F 

NAYS —Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Billinghurst, Bliss 
Lattinton, Burlingame, Case, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Horace 

| F, Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cur. 
tis, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Undiana, Davis of Massa. 
chusetts, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean,.Dick, Dodd, Duy. 
tee, Eustis, Farusworth, Fenton, Foster, Garnett, Gilman 
Gilmer, Gooch, Granger, Grow, Harlan, J. Morrison Harris’ 
Thomas 1.. Harris, Haskin, Hill, Hoard, Horton, Howard’ 
Kellogg, Kilgore, Knapp, John Cy Kunkel, Leiter, Loyo. 
joy,Humpbrey Marshall , Matteson, Maynard, Millson, Mor. 
gan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Pree. 
man H. Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Marray, Olin, Pay. 
ker, Pettit, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Ricaud, Ritchie, Roy. 

| bins, Roberts, Royce; Aaron Shaw, John Sherman, Judson 
| W. Sherman, Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart, Tappan 
Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Trippe, Underwood, Wade’ 

Walbridge, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, Ellin p. 

Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, Woodson, and Zo}. 

licoffer—6. 

So the vote by which the House refused to 
order the main question was reconsidered. 


| Pending the call of the roll, 

| Mr. POTTLE stated that Mr. Burroveus had 
paired off upon all political questions with Mr, 
| Russewr. 

| Mr.RUSSELL. I paired with the gentleman 
| from New York [Mr. aecnetansl upon all po- 
| litical questions. There seems to be a difference 
| of opinion as to whether this is a political ques- 
tion or not. Lask leave to withdraw my vote. 

No objection was made. 

Mr. WOODSON. I am prepared to vote for 
having the Minnesota members sworn in, but I 
desire to have the reports read. I therefore vote 
*'ee,”° 

The question recurred on ordering the main 
question to be put. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Lask that the reports of 
Oe UIT and minority of the committee be 
read. 

Mr. STANTON. Would it be in order for the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Srevensoy] to 
withdraw the call for the previous question? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the matter has gone out of the control of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky. 

Mr. STANTON. Would it be in order to re- 
consider the vote seconding the previous ques- 
tion? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks not. 

Mr. STANTON. Well, I hope this matter 
will be postponed until Saturday, and that these 
reports may be printed. [Cries of ** No!’? **No!” 
on the Democratic side of the House.] Very 
well; these men cannot be sworn in to-day by 
daylight. 

Mr. STEVENSON. Jihad no intention to pre- 
vent the reports from being read. [ask that they 
may be read. 

Mr. STANTON. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I hope there 
| will be no objection to the reports being read. 

Mr. STANTON. I withdraw the objection. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. Is it not in order 
now to move to reconsider the vote seconding the 
previous question? If itis, L submit it. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair is of opinion that 
| itis notin order. The practice of the House has 
been different with reference to that question. 
The motion has sometimes been entertained, and 
Sometimes it has not. The main proposition is 
upon ordering the main question to be put; and 
pending that, the gentleman from Kentucky asks 
that the reports may be read. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. The House has 
| ordered the main question to be put. 
| Mr. STANTON. No, sir; that motion is pend- 


| ing. 
‘Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I suppose that the 





gentieman from Georgia is in error, and that, on 
the contrary, the House has not ordered the main 
question; on the contrary, it réfused to order it; 
and that vote has just beeh reconsidered. I sup- 
pose we are now exactly in the position we were 
the moment after the previous question was sec- 
onded. If so, Il now sabmit a motion to reconsider 
that vote. : 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules the motion 
of the gentleman from. Maryland out of order. 

Mr, DAVIS, of Maryland. I[ appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I move to lay the appeal on 
the table. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I demand the yeas 
and nays on my motion. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
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1858. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules the motion 
out of order, because the rules provide expressly, 
where the previous question has been seconded, 
and the main question Is not ordered, what dis- 

osition shall be made of the substantive matter, 
namely, that it shall go over until the next day. | 
The practice has been different as to what partic- 
ular condition the subject-matter comes up in the 
next day. In some instances it has been held 
that it comes up clear of the second, and in others 
that the second still operates. The Chair is of 
opinion that the safer and more correct practice 
is to rule that the question comes up the next 
day free from the second of the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I do not profess 
to be much of a parliamentarian, and therefore do 
not speak with confidence upon a question of this 
kind; but the rule, as I understand it, says that 
when the previons question 

Mr. CLEMENS. Irise toa question of order. 
This debate is out of order, and I object to it. 

Mr. STEVENSON. 1 hope the gentleman 
from Virginia will not object. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I do object. 

Mr. GROW. Does the Speaker hold that when 
a question has been passed upon by the House it 
cannot be reconsidered ? 

The SPEAKER. There are some questions 
which cannot be reconsidered, though a great 
majority of questionscan. ‘The Chair is of opin- 
ion that this is one of the questions which can- 
not be reconsidered, because the rules provide ex- 
pressly what shall be the event if the main ques- 
tion is not ordered. The reason is this, that the | 
seconding the demand for the previous question 
cannot, under our rules, be considered a vote. 
Under the parliamentary law of England, whence 
most of our rules were derived, it was only neces- 
sary that a single person should second the de- 
mand. Our rules have changed that, and provide 
that it shall require a majority, instead of one 
individual. 

Mr.GROW. Then the Chair holds that the 
vote seconding the previous question cannot be 
reconsidered ? 

The SPEAKER. The practice which prevailed 
at the time the Speaker first became a member of 
the House, was that when the main question was 
ordered to be put, and that vote was reconsidered, 
it operated as a waiver of the second of the pre- 
vious question, and that was the practice pursued 
until the beginning of the last Congress. 

Mr. COLFAX. Task that the 56th rule may 
be read, and I wish to call the Speaker’s particular 
attention to the fact that it does not refer to any 
particular question. The language is broad and 
specific. 

The Clerk commenced reading the rule, as fol- | 
ows: 


“When a majority has been once made’’?—— 


The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will read | 








the rule closely, he will find that the word ‘* ma- || 


jority’’ is a misprint, and thatit should be ‘‘ mo- 
uon.”’ It is corrected in the text. 
The rule was then read, as follows: 


“56. When a motion has been once made, and carried in 
the affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any mem- 
ber of the majority to move a reconsideration thereof, on 
the same or succeeding day, and such motion shall take pre- 
eedence of all other questions, except a motion to adjourn, 
and shall not be withdrawn after the said succeeding day, 
without the consent of the House ; and thereafter any mem- 


_ Mr. COLFAX. The change of the word ‘“ ma- 
jority”? into ‘* motion” only makes the point 
stronger, for the 45th rule reads as follows: 
“When a question is under debate, no motion shall be re- 
ceived but to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the previous 


question, to postpc-ne to a day certain, to commit or amend, 
to postpone indefinitely,” &c. 


This rule recognizes the seconding the previous 


question as a motion, and the 56th rule says that || 
I therefore submit that the | 


when a motion, &c. 
motion to reconsider is in order. 
The SPEAKER. Could the gentleman have 


ne yeas and nays taken upon seconding the pre- 
vious question ? 


Mr. COLFAX. No, sir. 
The SPEAKER. Why not, if it is a motion? 
Mr. COLFAX. Tam putting questions to the 


hair, and not answering questions. [Laughter.] | 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mary- 


land takes an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. - 


| Jenkins, Jewett, J. 


deni ee 


| man will indulge me. 
| tleman from Kentucky if, by unanimous consent, 
we cannot postpone this matter until Saturday, | 


| 
! 
ber may call it up for consideration.” | 
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Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I would inqu’ re of Pundine the call, 
the Chair whether the appeal at this stage is de- || 


batable? « 
The SPEAKER. 
Mr. HUGHES. 


It is not. 
A motion has been made to 


| lay the appeal on the table; and | insist that the 


motion shall be put. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken, and decided in the 


_affirmative—yeas 112, nays 8], as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Adrain, Ah!, Armmold, Atkins, Avery, 
Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Bur 
nett, Burns, Caskie, Chapman, Horace F. Clark, John B. | 


| Corning, Cox, James Craig, Burton Craige, Crawford, Cur- 


ry, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of Mississippi, Dow 


| dell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Flore ve, 
| Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Gillis, Goode, Greenwood, Gregg, | 


' 
| 
| 
1| 

Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, John Cochrane, Cockerill, || 
|| 
| 
} 

| Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Thomas L. Harris, Haskin, || 


Hawkins, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jackson, 


Kelly, Jacob M. Kunkel, Lamar, Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, 
Letcher, Maclay, McKibbin, McQueen, Samuel 8. Mar- 
shall, Mason, Miles, Miller, Millson, Moore, Isaac N. Mor 


| ris, Pendieton, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Powell, Quitman, 
| Reagan, Ruffin, Sandidge, Scales, Scott, Searing, Seward, 
| Aaron Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, Singleton, Robert |} 
; Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stallworth, Ste- || 
| phens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, Talbot, George Tay- |! 


lor, Ward, Watkins, White, Whiteley. Woodson, Worten- 
dyke, Augustus R. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicof- 
fer— 112, 


NAYS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Billinghurst, Bing- 


ham, Blair, Bliss, Buffinton, Burlingame, Case, Chatlee, 


| Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Covode, Cragin, Curtis, Da 


vis of Maryland, Davis of lowa, Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, 
Durfee, Eustis, Farnsworth, Fenton, Foster, Gilman, Gil 


| mer, Gooch, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hull, Hoard, Horton, 


Howard, Kilgore, Knapp, Leiter, Lovejoy, Humphrey Mar- 


ray, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Pettit, Pike, Potter, Potue, Pur 
viance, Ready, Ricaud, Ritehie, Robbins, Roberts, Royce, 


, 3 , ee | 
John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Stanton, William | 
Stewart, Tappan, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, ‘T'rippe, 


Wade, Walbridge, Walion, Cadwalader C. Washburn, 
— B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, and Wood 
—8i. 

So the appeal was laid on the table. 

Pending the call, 

Mr. MORGAN said: Will it be in order to 
have the reports sent to the Printer, because we 


| propose to remain here until it is printed. 
he result being announced as above recorded, | 


The SPEAKER. The gentieman from Ken- 


| tucky asks that the reports be read. 


1 move that the House do || 
Svea | motion were made by every gentleman on the 


Mr. MORGAN. 
now adjourn. 


Mr ANTON called for the yeas and nays. || 


| it never could adjourn, inasmuch as a motion to 
| adjourn over takes precedence of a motion to ad- 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. 

ask the gentleman from Kentucky 
Mr. BURNETT. | object to any discussion. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I hope the gentle- 

I only wish to ask the gen- 





and 
Mr. BURNETT. Debate is notin order, and 
I object to discussion. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 73, nays 104; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs: Abbott, Andrews, Bingham, Blair, Bliss, 
Burlingame, Case, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Covode, 
Curtis, Davis of Maryland, Davis of Iowa, Dawes, Dean, 
Dodd, Fenton, Foster, Gilman, Gooch, Grow, Harlan, 
Hoard, Horton, Howard, Jewett, George W. Jones, Kel- 
logg, Kilgore, Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, Leiter, Letcher, 
Lovejoy, Huinphrey Marshall, Mason, Miles, Morgan, Mor- 
rill, Edward Joy Morris, [saac N. Morris, Freeman H. 
Morse, Oliver A. Morse, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, 
Parker, Potter, Pottle, Ritchie, Robbins, Royee, Aaron 
Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. Sherman, Robert Smith, 
Spinner, Stanton, William Stewart,Talbot, Thayer, Thomp- 
son, Tompkins, Trippe, Wade, Walbridge, Walton, Cad- 
walader C. Washburn, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Wilson, and Augustus R. Wright—73. 

NAYS — Messrs. Adrain, Ahl, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, 
Barksdale, Bishop, Bocock, Bowie} Boyce, Branch, Buf- 





; finton, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, Chaffee, Chapman, Horace 
| F. Clark, Jobn B. Clark, Clay, Clemens, Cobb, John Coch- 


rane, Cockerill, Comins, Corning, Cox, James Craig, Bur- 
ton Craige, Curry, Davidson, Davis of Indiana, Davis of 
Mississippi, Davis of Massachusetts, Dick, Dowdell, Dur- 
fee, Edmundson, Elliott, Faulkner, Florence, Foley, Gar- 
nett, Gartrell, Goode, Granger, Gregg, Lawrence W. Hall, 
Hawkins, Hill, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Huyler, Jack- 
son, J. Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, Kelly, John C. 
Kunkel, Landy, Lawrence, Leidy, McKibbin, McQueen, 
Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, Maynard, Millson, Moore, 


| Mott, Pendleton, Pettit, Peyton, Phelps, Phillips, Pike, 


Purvianee, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, Roberts, Ruffin, San- 


r didge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Henry M. Shaw, Shorter, 


Singleton, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Stallworth, 
Stephens, Stevenson, James A. Stewart, George Taylor, 


| Ward, White, Whiteley, Winslow, Wortendyke, and John 


V. Wright—104. 
So the House refused to adjourn 





Glancy Jones, Owen Jones, Keitt, | 


| ‘The SPEAKER. 
i! on the right. 


| 


I now desire to 

















Mr. LETCHER said: Asit has been announced 


| upon the other side of the House that no vote can 
| be taken to-day, I vote ‘‘ ay.”’ 


Mr. GROW. That is so, unless the reports 


be printed. 


Mr. TALBOT. Satisfied that we cannot do 


a to-day, I vote in the affirmative. 


fr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. I generally vote 


against adjournment, but I will vote in the affirm 
ative now. 


The vote was then announced, as above re- - 


corded. . 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I desire, in all goed 


faith, to renew my proposition to the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 
| not likely to get to a vote this evening; itis pos 
| sible we may not get one to-morrow; and I ask 
| that, by unanimous consent, we postpone it until 
| Saturday, [‘* No!’’ * No!’’} and that the vote be 
| then taken; and, in the mean time, the report be 
| printed, in order that gentlemen may know what 
| the report is. 


It is quite apparent that we are 


Mr. GROW. Was there any objection to post- 
poning till Saturday ? 
The Chair heard objections 


Mr. GROW. Then I move to lay the whole 


| subject on the table. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. On that I 


| call for the yeas and nays. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move that 


|| when the House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to 
| shall, Matteson, Maynard, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy | 
| Morris, Freeman H. Morse; Oliver A. Morse, Mott, Mur 


meet on Saturday; and on that I call for the yeas 


| and nays. 


Mr. MORGAN. I ask to be excused from vot- 


ing on that motion. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. It is per- 
fectly palpable that we will do nothing to-day; I 


| therefore move that the Efouse do now (half past 
| three, p. m.) adjourn. 


Mr. HOARD. On that I call for the yeas and 


\| nays. 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 


| it is competent to entertain the motion of the gen- 
| tleman from New York [Mr. Morea] to be ex- 
| cused from voting ona 


roposition to adjourn 


over. The gentleman will perceive that if that 


floor, the House would put itself in a position that 


journ. 


Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. The same question 


| was raised at our famous night session, and [ then 


called the attention of the Chair to the difficulty 


| of cumulating these motions on each other; but 


the Chair decided that they were in order. 

The SPEAKER. The statement of the gentle - 
man from Ohio is doubtless cerrect. The Chair 
is of opinion that if he decided so then he decided 
wrong. If the gentleman from New York desires 
to be excused from voting, he can just as well be 
excused on the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. SHERMAN, of Ohio. As the House has 
already decided that question once, | appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I ask to be ex- 
cused from voting on that appeal; and on that I 
call for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. MORGAN. | also ask to be excused from 
voting on that question; and ask the yeasand nays. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on the mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

Mr. LETCHER. What became of the motion 
to adjourn over? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is holding it in 
abeyance. [Laughter.] 

Mr. LETCHER. How can it ever come back 
if the House decide to adjourn? 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Does not the 


| motion to adjourn over take precedence of the mo- 
| tion to adjourn? 


The SPEAKER. Ordinarily it does. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 87, nays 77; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Andrews, Bingham, Bliss, Bur 
lingame, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Horace F. Clark, Clawson, 
Clemens, Jobn Cochrane, Colfax, Comins; Cragin, Curtix, 
Davis of Maryland, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of lowa 
Dawes, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Eustis, Fenton, Foster, Gillis 
Gilmer, Gooch, Goode, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hateh 
Hawkins, Horton, Howard, George W. Jones, Kilgore 
Knapp, Jacob M. Kunkel, Leidy, Leiter, Letcher, Love 
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oy, Maclay, McKibbin, Hamphrey Marshall, Matteson, | Secretary of the Treasury, communicating, in 


Morse, Murray, Nichols, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Potter, 
Pottle, Reagun, Ricaud, Ritchie, Robbins, Royce, Aaron 
Shaw, Henry M. Shaw, John Sherman, Judson W. Sher- 
ynan, Singleton, William Smith, Spinner, Stanton, William | 
Stewart, Talbot, Thayer, Thompson, Tompkins, Trippe, | 
Wade, Walbridge, Walton, Cadwalader C. Washburn, EI- 
lihu B. Washbarne, Israel Washburn, Wilson, Wood, and | 
Augustus R. Wright—87. 

NAYS — Messrs. All, Arnold, Atkins, Avery, Bocock, | 
Bowie, Boyce, Bryan, Buffinton, Burnett, Burns, Caskie, | 
Chapman, John B. Clark, Clay, ¢ ‘orning, Cox, James Craig, | 
Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, David-on, Davis of Indi- 
ana, Davis of Mississippi, Dowdell, Durfee, Edmundson, 
Elliott, Fiorer®e, Foley, Garnett, Gartrell, Greenwood, 
Gregg, Groesbeck, Lawrence W. Hall, Thomas L. Harris, 
Haskin, Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jew- | 
ett, J. Glanecy Jones, Owen Jones, Kelly, Lamar, Landy, 
Lawrence, McQueen, Samuel 8. Marshall, Miles, Miller, | 
Isaae N. Morris, Pendleton, Phelps, Phillips, Pike, Pur 
viance, Ready, Roberts, Ruffin, Savage, Scales, Scott, 
Shorter, Robert Smith, Stephens, Stevenson, James A. | 
Stewart, George Taylor, White, Whiteley, Woodson, Wor- 
tendyke, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—77. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

Pending the vote, 

Mr. BLAIR stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Perron. 

Mr. COMINS. Ifthe House refuse to adjourn, 
what will be the pending question? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. I object to debate. 

Mr. COMINS. How am to tell how to vote? 

Mr. PHILLIPS. Find out 

Mr. COMINS. I vote * no.”’ 

Mr. COVODE stated that be had paired off 
with Mr. Brancu till six o’clock. 

Mr. COMINS. Having ascertained that if the 
House refuse to adjourn, the pending question 
will be to excuse the gentleman from New York 
[Mr. Morean] from voting on the motion of the 
= from Maine, [Mr. Wasnpvrn,] that 
ve be excused from voting on the appeal made by 
the gentleman from Ohio from a decision of the 
Chair, which decision is contrary to several for- | 
mer decisions under similar circumstances, I vote 
ita 7° 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. If the House ad- 
journ now, what will be the business in order 
to-morrow? 
The SPEAKER. This matter will come up | 
first. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. Are the private | 
bills to be susperseded by this? 

The SPEAKER. 


fulison, Morgan, Morrill, Edward Joy Morris, Freeman H. | 
j 


ilege. 
Ir. SMITH, of Virginia. I vote ‘‘ay.”’ 
Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois. I propose, before 


the vote is announced, that by the unanimous of Adam P. Shegley, to indemnity for Indian dep- 
, gley, 


| redations; which were referred to the Committee 
| on Indian Affairs. 


consent of the Houte, the reports be ordered to 
be printed. 
Mr. GROW. And go over till Saturday. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. Oh, no. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I would like to know whether || of Josiah W. Stuart, to indemnity for Indian dep- 


| redations; which were referred to the Committee 


that is with the understanding as to the time at 
which the votes are to be taken? 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
Mr. PHILLIPS. 1 object. 
The SPEAKER, The Chair thinks the ob- 
jection comes too late. 
And then (at ten minues to four o’clock, p. m.) 
the House adjourned. 


Not at all. 


IN SENATE. 


ripay, May 21, 1958. | 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. ly 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- | 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, communi- | 
cating, in compliance with a resolution of the | 
Senate, information in relation to the alteration of | 
arms of the United States now on hand into 
breech-loading arms; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 

He also laid before the Senate a report of the | 
Secretary of the Navy, communicating, in com- | 
phance with a resolution of the Senate, the report | 
of Lieutenant T. A. Craven, of the Navy, of his | 
exploration asto the practicability of inter-oceanic || 
communication from the Gulf of Darien to the 
Pacific ocean, by the Atrato and Truando rivers; 
which, on motion of Mr. Maruory, was ordered 
to lie on the table; and a motion by him, to print 
the report, and that two thousand additional 
copies be printed for the use of the Senate, was 
referred to the Committee on Printing. 


He also laid before the Senate a report of the 


| the new custom-house at 


This is a question of priv- || 


compliance with a resolution of the Senate, in- 
formation in relation to the present condition of 
ew Orleans; which, 
on motion of Mr. Supe, was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


MILITARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. IVERSON was, on his motion, excused 
from further service on the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, and Mr. Hayne was appointed 


to supply the vacancy. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Taylor county, lowa, praying the enactment 
of a law for the relief of settlers who may suffer 
by the closing of the land offices in that State to 
enable the railroad company to make their sur- 
veys and selections; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

He also presented papers in relation to the claim 
of James Eollier, late collector of the customs in 


| Upper California, to certain money due him un- 
| der a decision of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
| ted States; which were referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 


Mr. BROWN presented the petition of John H. 


| Newell, praying to be allowed a pension; which 


was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. GREEN presented a petition of citizens of 
Warsaw, lilinois, remonstrating against a diver- 
sion of the lands appropriated for the improvement 
of the Des Moines river from that purpose; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a memorial of mem- 
bers of the board of marine surveyors of Phila- 
delphia, praying the construction of a breakwater 
on Crow shoal in the Delaware bay; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. RICE presented papers relative to the claim 
of Eugene Burnand, to compensation for transla- 
tions made for the Legislative Assembly of Min- 
nesota; which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

He also presented papers in relation to the claim 
of John N. Dodgson, to indemnity for Indian dep- 
redations; which were referred to the Committee 


| on Indian Affairs. 


He also presented papers in relation to the claim 
of Alexander Wood and George M.W to in- 
demnity for Indian depredations; which Were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

He also presented papers in relation to the claim 


He also presented papers in relation to the claim 
of Alexander Wood, administrator of the estate 


on Indian Affairs. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. BRODERICK, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the petition of Charles Kohler, on the files 


| of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Samuel Bromberg, submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on the 
udiciary, to whom were referred a presentment 
of the grand jury of the United States for the 
district of South Carolina, at Charleston, relative 
to a new court-hoyse and the maintenance of pris- 
oners at that place; a presentment of the grand 
jury of the United States district court at Green- 
ville, South Carolina, eeeeenntae an appro- 
priation for a new court-house, and the appoint- 
ment of commissioners at suitable points within 
the jurisdiction of that court; a memorial of mem- 
bers of the bar of the northern district of Florida, 
praying that the salary of the United States judge 
of that district be made the same as that of the 
United States judge of the southern district; a 
presentment of the grand jury of the United States 
for the northern district of Florida relative to the 
necessity of a building for the accommodation of 
the United States courts in that district; anda 
resolution of the Legislature of Texas in favor of 
the erection of bpildinge for post offices and the 
use of the United States courts in that State, and 


| also the establishment of another judicial dist 


5 referred the bill (S. No. 17) to divide the 
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) rict 
therein; reported adversely thereon. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a resolution of the Legislature of 
Missouri, relative to a building for the United 
States courts and post office at Jefferson City, in 
that State, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 


State of Indiana into two judicial districts and to 
provide for holding the circuit and district courts 
of the United States therein, reported it without 
amendment, and that it ought not to pass. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 21) to divide the 
State of Iowa into two judicial districts, reported 


| it without amendment, and that it ought not to 


pass. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 311) to supply va- 
cancies in certain offices, reported it with an 
amendment. 

Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 222) 
for the relief of Elizabeth E. V. Fields, reported 
that the committee be discharged from its further 
consideration, the case being covered by the gen- 
eral bill passed yesterday. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (H. R. No. 261) for the relief 
of Leonard Loomis, reported it without amend- 
| ment. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom were referred the following bills, 
reported them without amendment: 

A bill (H.. R. No. 426) for the relief of Monroe 
| D. Downs; 

A bill (H. R. No. 577) for the relief of Rebecca 
M. Bowden, of Prince George county, Virginia; 


and 

A bill (H. R. No. 578) for the relief of Isaac 
Drew and other settlers upon the public lands in 
the State of Wisconsin. 

Mr. BIGLER, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Noah Miller, submitted an adverse report; which 
| was ordered to be printed. 
| Mr, MALLORY, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred a bill from the 
Court of Claims for the relief of.Richard Fitz- 

atrick, communicated to the Senate the 14th of 
ay, with the opinion of the court in favor of 
the claim, reported the bill (S. No. 193) for the 
relief of Richard Fitzpatrick; which was read, 
and passed to a sacha pend. 

Mr. JONES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 383) for the 
relief of Myra Clark Gaines, reported it without 
amendment. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
| was referred the memorial of William Flemming, 
asked to be discharged from its further consider- 
/ ation, and thatit be referred to the Committee on 





| 





|, Public Lands; which was agreed to. 


Mr. IVERSON, from the Committee on Claims, 
| to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 332) 
| for the relief of Richard B. Alexander, asked to 
be discharged from its further consideration, and 
| that it be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia; which was agreed to. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, 
/to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 260) 


|| for the relief of Isaac Carpenter, reported it with- 
| out amendment. 


Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on Ter- 


|| ritories, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No. 


| 256) for the relief of Oliver P. Hovey, reported 
| it without amendment. 

Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to whom was referred the 
petition of Edson Fessenden, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill (S. No, 394) for the re- 
lief of Edson Fessenden, conservator of William 
Compton. The bill was read, and passed to & 
pets) reading; and the report was ordered to be 

rinted. 
p Mr. DIXON. The bill just reported by the Sen- 
ator from Florida is of a peculiar character, and 
I should be very glad indeed to obtain the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate to put it upon its pas- 
sage now. I think, if the Senate understood the 
circumstances, there would be no objection to !t. 
It would have been reported by the late Senator 
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from South Carolina, (Mr. Evans,) if he had lived, 
and he made it an exception to his very great ob- 
‘ection to any extension of patents. I hope there 
will be no objection to putting the bill on its pas- 


e. 
eer. KING. Is there a report in thet case ? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Yes, 8ir; a report 
which has been ordered to be printed. 
Mr. KING. I think we had better wait until 
we can look into it, 


made, the bill cannot be considered to-day. 
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. ALLEN, its Clerk, announced that the 
Speaker had signed the enrolled bill entitled ** An 
act to create aland districtin the Territory of New 
Mexico;’’ and it was signed by the Vice President. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. SEWARD asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


391) authorizing the removal of the offices belong- 
ing to the United States, and occupied in the col- | 
lection of the revenue in connection with the quar- | 


antine station in the port of New York; which 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. GREEN asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 379) 
to pay the Oregon and Washington war claims; 


which was read twice by its title, and referred to | 


the Committee on Military Affairs and Militia. 
Mr. BRIGHT, in pursuance of previous notice, 


asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. | 


No. 392) to continue the land office at Vincennes, 
Indiana; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


TEMPORARY CLERKS. 


Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- || 


lution for consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate of the United || 
States be and he is heretr7 authorized to allow and pay to || 


the temporary clerks employed in his office, the same rate 
of compensation as is paid to the clerks of the committees 
of the Senate. 


AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 
Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- 


tion; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Printing: 


of the Commissioner of Patents on agriculture, be printed 
for the use of the Senate. 


BREECH-LOADING CANNON, 


Mr. FOOT submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and 
Militia be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 


viding by law for an appropriation for testing Barrow’s im- 
proved revolving breech-loading cannon. 


SERVICE OF PROCESS. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committtee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of a law authorizing 
the marshal of the western district of Arkansas to employ 


assistants and- guards, in serving process in the Indian 
country. 


POST ROUTES IN MINNESOTA. 
Mr. RICE submitted the following resolution; 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 


Resoived, That the Committee on the Post Office and 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of | 


establishing the following post routes in the State of Minne- 
sota: from Owatomia, in Steete county, vix Clear Lake and 
Josco, to Mankato, in Blue Earth county; from Austin, in 
Mercer county, via Geneva, Berlin, Otisco, Wilton, and 
Joseo, to St. Peters, in Nicollet county ; from Austin to Blue 
Earth City ; from Minneapolis, via Watertown and Wins- 
lead, to Breckinridge ; from Mount Vernon to White Water 
Falls ; from Farrihault, via Swavery and Josco, to Mankato; 
trom Clear Lake, in Sherburne county, via Fairhaven and 
Kingston, to Forest City ; from Geneva, in Freeborn county, 


via Freeborn City, in Farribault county ; from Shokapee to || 


Buffalo and Monticello; from Swan River to Long Baine ; 
from Elliota to Blue Barth City ; from Blue Earth City to 
Fort Dodge, in lowa; from New Ulin, via Tuttle’s Farin, 
to Leavenworth; from Wabashaw, via Dodge City, to Med- 
ford; from Princeton, via Granite City, to Crow Wing; 
from Litte Falls, via Granite City, Hanover, and Sterling, 
to Fortuna ; from Little Falls, via Brottersburg, to Sunrise 
City; from Watah, in Benton county, to St. Joseph, in 
Stearns county ; from St. Cloud, via Brottenbarg and Bruns- 
Wick, to Portuua ; from Farribault, in Kice county,to Wil 
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| to Ridgway ; from Rochester, via Salem, Ashland, and Som- | 
| erset, to Wilton ; from Fort Dodge, in lowa, via Emmett 
; City, thence to Odessa, in Minnesota, thence, via Ceresco, 
|| Crystal Lake City, to Mankato; from Long Prairie to Lit- 


«|| ue Falis; from Columbus to Cambridge; and from Clear 


| Spring, via Clear Water, to Forest City. 
HOUSE COMMITTEE STENOGRAPHERS. 
Mr. PEARCE. 


Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the 


pensation of stenographers employed by commit- | 
tees of the House of Representatives, to report it 
| back without amendment, and recommend its 
| passage. As these stenographers have accom- 
plished their work, and are about to leave the 
city, itis very desirable that the House of Rep- 
resentatives should be enabled to pay them at 
once. Il ask for the present consideration of the 
joint resolution. 
There being no objection, the Senate, as in 

, Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
| the joint resolution, which directs the Secretary 
of ae Treasury to pay the compensation of ste- 
nographers allowed by committees of the House 
of Representatives, as audited under the direction 
| of the House. 
| ‘The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
|| without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
| read the third time, and passed. 


POSTMASTERS’ QUARTERLY RETURNS. 


Mr. YULEE. The Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
bill from the House of Representatives (No. 207) 
to prevent the inconvenient accumulation in the 
Post Office Department of postmasters’ quarterly 
returns, have direcied me to report the bill, with 
a recommendation that it be passed; and I am 
instructed to move that it be put on its passage 
now. 

By unanimous @onsent, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. 

It provides that the Postmaster General may, 
from time to time, in his discretion, dispose of any 
quarterly returns of mails sent or received, pre- 
serving the accounts current and all vouchers ac- 
| companying such accounts, and use such portions 
of the proceeds as may be necessary to defray the 
|| cost of separating and disposing of the same; with 





tire at least two years. 


| that committee in what way he supposes these re- 
turns are to be disposed of? 
Mr. YULEE. [suppose either by sale or de- 
struction; probably by sale. 
Mr. KING. I think they had better be de- 
| stroyed rather than have them scattered about. 
| Mr. YULEE. They are of no possible value 
'toanyone. ‘The accounts have all become obso- 
lete; and it is stated by the Auditor that the accu- 
| mulation now occupies eighteen rooms full, and 
| they have no other place in which to put them 
without throwing the fuel for the Department out 
of doors. There was a former act on the subject. 
Mr. COLLAMER. In 1854 there was a sim- 
| ilar act, only not taking effect in the future, but 
|| disposing of those which had accumulated up to 
|| that time. I would inquire whether those rooms 
'| are filled with returns which have accumuiated 
| since that time? 
Mr. YULEE. Yes, sir; since that time. 
| ‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
| third time, and passed. 
} 
| 
| 


‘PRIVATE CALENDAR. 





by the Senator from Louisiana [Mr. Bensamtn | 
| a few days ago, requesting the Court of Claiuns 
‘| to return the papers in the case of Alexander J. 
| Atocha. I ask that it may be taken up. 

| Mr. IVERSON. This ts the day set apart by 
resolution for the consideration of the Private 
Calendar. | have no objection to allowing reports 
| and petitions tocome in, but I must object to any- 
|| thing beiug taken up out of its order, and to the 
| introduction of any resolution that will give rise 
\| to debate 


ess be through with, the Private Calendar must 
e taken up. 


Mr. HALE. 
7. 


oS 


ton, in Waseca county ; from Gray Eagle, via Pine Creek, 


{ House joint resolution (No. 30) paying the com- || 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being ‘ 


|| a proviso that the accounts shall be preserved en- | 
Resolved, That sixty thousand extra copies of the report | 





the Mexican war 


|| order. 


I have been directed by the | nothing but the Private Calendar was in order. 


| this motion. 


Mr. KING. Iwill inquire of the chairman of || 





Senate. I hold in my hand a bill for the relief 


of Major Kendrick, and I will oumnty about three 
minutes in stating what itis. I ask the Senate 
to take-lt up. Major Kendrick was an officer of 





Mr. COLLAMER., I rise toa 
I understood the Chair to 


uestion of 
ecide that 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair decided 
that it was his duty to call the attention of the 
Senate to the fact that this day has been set apart 
for the Private Calendar. The Senate, however, 
can do anything by unanimous consent. If the 
Senator from Vermont objects to the Senator from 
New Hampshire going on, he is not in order. 

Mr. IVERSON. If the Senator from Vermont 
does not object, L must feel it my duty to object. 

Mr. HALE. I move to postpone the prior 
orders for the purpose of taking up that bill, if 
that motion is in order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senate will give me their 
attention for a minute I think they will agree to 
In 1848, when our Army was leav- 
ing Mexico, Major Kendrick had charge of a 
train, and while it was in his charge one of the 
wagons of specie was robbed of $1,296. The 
accounting officers say they are satisfied it was 
robbed without any negligence or any default on 
his part, of any sort whatever; butstll they cannot 
help charging itto him. That is the report of 
the Comptroller, which has been transmitted to 
Congress, and it is now ten years ago since the 
transaction occurred. The Military Committee 
of the House of Representatives and of the Sen- 
ate have unanimously reported that he ought to 
be relieved. This faithful officer stands charged 
with money of which he was robbed, without any 
carelessness, withoutany faultof his. The House 
have passed the bill, and the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs of the Senate unanimously recom- 
mend its passage. If it be put at the end of the 
Calendar, it will never be reached. I move that 
the prior orders be postponed for the purpose of 
taking it up. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. There are several cases, 
one case at least that I have reported, and one or 
two others that I have charge of, which are quite 
as pressing as that, and which have been on the 
Calendar for some time. That bill was only re- 
ported yesterday. I object to taking it up out of 
order. 

Mr. POLK. I wish to state that there are sev- 
eral other cases on the Calendar, which are, I have 


| no doubt, as meritorious, apd the circumstances 


| those cases that did not lead to debate. 


Mr. MASON. There was a resolution offered || 


|| The VICEPRESIDENT. Ifthe morning busi- | 


I must make one appeal to the | 


of which are almost exactly the same as those of 
the case pressed by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. 

Mr. IVERSON. I trust that the motion of the 
Senator from New Hampshire will not be sus- 
tained by the Senate. 

Mr. HALE. I withdraw it. 

Mr. IVERSON. We had better go on with 
the Private Calendar, in regular order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Yesterday, the 
Private Calendar was progressed with by ealling 
If itis 
the pleasure of the Senate, the Chair will continue 
the call of those bills that do not lead to debate. 

Mr. IVERSON. The rule is to take up the 
Calendar in its order. The course pursued yes- 
terday was merely a temporary departure. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope the cases not ob- 
jected to will be gone through with. It will take 
but a little time to dispose of them. 

Mr. IVERSON. I will state why I object to 
that. This is the only day, probably, that the 
Senate will give to the consideration of the Pri- 
vate Calendar if we adjourn on the 7th of June; 
and it is proper that the cases should be taken uy 
in their order. We can in the morning hour, here- 
after, take up those cases which are not objected 
Lo. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It will take buta short 
time to go through with those cases that are not 
objected to, and we may do good to persons whose 
cases will not otherwise be reached. 

Mr. IVERSON. It will take the whole day. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Not at all. 

Mr. LVERSON, I yield to what seems to be 
the disposition of the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The calling of the 
Calendar will be commenced at the point we leit 
off yesterday morning, and ouly those bilis wil 





eh ment 


7 7) 
a 
- 





2280 


be considered which are not objected to or do not | bill relates to his compensation as secretary of the 
give rise to debate. {| 


CHARLES PORTERFIELD. ] 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- || 
sumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 203) 
for the relief of the legal representatives of Charles || 
Porterfield, deceased. 

It proposes to require the Secretary of the In- | 
terior to issue to William Kinney and Thomas J. 
Michie, executors of the last will and testament 
of Robert Porterfield, deceased, a number of war- | 
rants, equal to six thousand one hundred and thir- 
ty-three acre s of land, according to the usual sub- 
divisions of the public surveys, in quantity not 
iess than forty acres; to be by them located on any | 
of the public lands which have been or may be 
surveyed, and which have not been otherwise ap- 
propriated at the time of such location, within any 
of the States or Territories of the United States, 
where the minimum price shall notexceed the sum 
of $1 25 per acre, to be appropriated according to 
the directions contained in the last will and testa- 
ment of Robert Porterfield, in the same manner | 
and for the purposes directed in regard to the | 
lands which were lost by the legal representatives 
in the action with Clark and others, as decided by 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

Mr. STUART. My recollection is, that an 
amendment was proposed to that bill the other 
day. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT. An amendment 
was proposed and agreed to. The amendment 
was in line ten, after the words ** public lands”’ 
to insert ‘‘ subject to private entry at $1 25 an 
acre.”’ 

Mr. STUART. I think I ought to say to the 
Senate a word or two in regard to the bill, as I 
understand it. I have had a good deal of conver- 
sation with gentlemen who are interested in it, 
and I understand that, by the existing law, the 
persons interested in this case can enter now, 
without further legislation, any land which is sub- 
ject to private entry, so that the passage of the 
bill in its present shape would not change their 
rights at all. They wanted authority to locate 
upon any of the Government land, so that they 
might go in advance of the settlements, and take 
their choice 

Mr. [VERSON. I rise to a point of order. 
The order of the Senate is, that we shall proceed 
with the consideration of bills that do not give 
rise to debate. If this is to be debated, I object 
to its consideration. 

Mr. STUART. Fbeg pardon of the Senate. I 
was out at the time, and did not know of the or- 
der of the Senate. I am not disposed to debate 
the bill. I am only stating that,as the bill stands, 
I have no objection to it; but it does not amount 
to anything. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
jected to, it must lie over, 

Mr. STUART. I have no objection to the bill 
in its present shape. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, | 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading; 
read the third time, and passed. 





If the bill is ob- 


SUSANNAH HAYNE PINCKNEY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No, 205) for the relief of Susannah Hayne Pinck- 
ney, sole heir of Captain Richard Shubrick. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I believe that is the same 
bill that was fully discussed here before. 1 object | 
to it, | 
The bill was passed over. 


JOHN HASTINGS. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. | 
No. 207) for the relief of John Hastings, collector | 
| 


j 
| 


of the port of Pittsburg. 1 

Mr. CAMERON. That bill will require dis- || 
cussion. | shall have something to say on it. || 
The bill was passed over. | 


JOSEPH C. G. KENNEDY. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 209) for the relief of Joseph C.G. Kennedy. || 

Mr. STUART. I object to that bill; and if 
the next one is, as I remember it, of a kindred || 
character, I object to that also. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state to the Senator from Michigan that the next 








| accounts. 


| is hereto annexed as a part of this report: 


| ject desired by the Secretary, a clause was introduced into 


| ploy, instead of during the time he has been in theiremploy, | 


| 1850.°—10 Statutes, 260. ' 
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census board. 

Mr. STUART. ThenI do not care about that: | 

The bill (S. No. 212) for the relief of Joseph | 
C. G. Kennedy, was read 2 second time, and con- | 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

it will be a direction to the accounting officers, | 
in the settlement of the accounts of J. C. G. Ken- 
nedy, late secretary of the census board, and su- 
perintending clerk of the census, to allow him at 
the rate of $3,000 per annum, in full compensation | 


i 
| 
j 


r. KING. | 
there is, I should like to hear it read. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I will say to the Senator from |! 


New York that this bill makes no appropriation 
of money. Itis merely for the settlement of his 


The Secretary read the following report, made 
by Mr. Simmons on the 24th of March: 


The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Joseph C. G. Kennedy, in relation to his com- 
pensation as superintending clerk of the census, report: 

This claim was fully examined by the Senate Committee 
on Claims of the last Congress, and upon a review of the 
case this committee concur in the report then made, which 





‘In the Senate of the United States, January 20, 1857. 
“Mr. Geyer made the following report, (to accompany bill 
S. 510:) 
* The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the 
memortal of Joseph C. G. Kennedy, report: | 
* ‘The census board was constituted by act of 3d March, 
1849, with the power to appoint a secretary, but without 
fixing his compensation. (9 Statute, 402.) Mr. Keunedy was 
appointed secretary. The twentieth section of the act of 
May 23, 1850, authorized the allowance to the secretary of 
the censuz board of a salary of $3,000 per annum ‘ during 
the period he has been in theiremploy.’ (9 Statute, 432.) 
The nineteenth section of the same act provided for the ap- | 
pointment of a superintending clerk of the census at a sal- | 
ary of $2,500 per annum. This appointment was also con- | 
ferred upon Mr. Kennedy, and accepted by him. Butas the | 
census board was not dissolved, and as he still continued | 
to act as its secretary, he coutinued to claim the salary of | 
$3,000, which the Comptroller of the Treasury refused to 


allow, on the ground that the office of secretary to the cen- |} 


sus board was superseded by that of superintending cierk of | 
the census. | 


“In order to settle the question thus raised, the Secre- || 


tary of the Interior addressed a communication tothe cen- | 
sus board, inquiring whether they regarded their labors as | 


| ended and their secretary discharged from his duties; to | 


which the board responded that they did not consider the 
census board as dissolved, or Mr. Kennedy, its secretary, 
discharged trom duty. ‘This correspondence occurred in 
September, 1851, and would seein to show that Mr. Ken- | 
nedy was still performing the duties of secretary of the cen- | 
sus board, for at least sixteen months after his entering upon | 
the duties of superintending clerk, and according to usage 
was entitled to the higher salary applicable to either of the 
two offices which he filled. 

*Butin consequence of the continued objection of the 
Comptroller, the Secretary of the Interior, in March, 1852, 
addressed a note to the chairman of the Senate Committee 


| onthe Judiciary, suggesting the introduction of a clause into 
| the supplementary census bill, then pending, fixing the sal- | 


ary, for the performance of both duties, at $3,000. 
** With a view, it is presumed, of accomplishing the ob- 


the supplementary bill that the twentieth section of the 
said act fof 22d May, 1850] be amended by striking out the 
words “has been”? from the last line, and inserting the words 


| may necessarily be’’ in lieu thereof.’ Itwill be perceived | 


that the effect of this amendment was to provide for the | 
payment of the salary of $3,000 to the secretary of the cen- 
sus board during the time he may necessarily be in their em- 


as provided in the original act. 
“At the commencement of the next session of Congress, 
it was represented to the chairman of the Judiciary Com- 


mittee of the Senate that the above amendment of the actof || 


1850 inight enable the memorialist to claim and receive the 
two salaries of secretary of the census board and of super- 
intending clerk, amounting to $5,500 per annum. This led 
to the adoption of the joint resolution of 23d December, 1852, 
which had the effect not only to repeal the above amend- 
ment to the act of 1850, but to provide that the act should 
‘be so construed that no allowance as - ompensation be made 
to any person for constructive or any other service rendered 
as secretary to the census board, after the Ist éay of June, 


“ In reference to this resolution, Mr. Downs stated inthe 
Senate that Mr. Kennedy was ‘ claiming nothing mere than 
the salary of $3,000, to which he is entitled, and to which 
he was entitled.’ (Congressional Globe, vol. 24, part 3, p. 
2226.) And Mr. Meade, of Virginia, in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, said : ‘As well as I can recollect, there was an 
error committed, by which the superintendent of the census 
might, by the strict letter of that bill, draw his pay both as 
clerk of the census board and superintendent of the census. 
When the Senate became aware of this mistake, they sent 
down to us this joint resolution for its correction. It gives 
the superintendent the choice of being paid as clerk of the 


| census board or superintendent of the census. 


“The construction given to the joint resolution by the 
accounting officers of the Treasury is, that it limits the com- 
pensation of the memorialist, for ail duties performed by him 
in either or both capacities, to $2,500 per annum from the 
ist of June, 1850; and as he had aiready been paid at the 
rate of $3,000 per annum, up to the time of the passage of 


for all services rendered by him in either or both |) 
| capacities. 


Is there a report in that case? If | 
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|! the joint resolution, (December, 1852) he has been officially 


called upon to refund to the Treasury the $500 per annum 


| after the memorialist had left the office, the salary was de? 
initely fixed at $3,000 a year.—10 Statutes, 276. 

“ In view of all the circnmstances, the committee are of 
opinion that the sum ultimately fixed upon as a proper coy). 
| pensation forthe duties of the office, namely, $3,000 a year 
| is a reasonable one, and that the memorialist is fairly aud 


| 
received over that sum. By the act of 22d of April, 1854 
, 





equitably entitled to that rate of compensation ; and they 
— a bill accordingly.” 
he committee report the accompanying bill, and recom. 


* mend its passage. 


The bill was reported to the Senate withom 
| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


} ROBERT DICKSON. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 23) for the relief of Robert Dickson, of the 
Kentucky volunteers, which had been reported 

adversely upon by the Committee on Pensions, 
Mr. KING. Let it lie over. 
The bill was passed over. 


ARKOOSTOOK WAR EXPENSES. 


Mr. POLK. I ask whether the bill next pre. 
ceding the one just acted on is not considered a 
| private bill? It is a bill authorizing the paymem 
_ to the State of Maine of certain expenses incurred 

in the Aroostook war. It is a private bill; and it 
has been passed over. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair passed 
it over, not considering it a private bill. 
|. Mr. FESSENDEN. Bills of that kind have 
been decided to be private bills. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. In this body? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes, sir; there is no ques. 
tion about it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Secretary will 
read the bill. 

The bill (S. No. 216) authorizing the payment 
to the State of Maine of certain expenses agreed 
to be refunded to her by the fifth article of the 
treaty between the United States of America and 
her Britannic Majesty, dated the 9th day of Au- 
gust, A. D. 1842, was read a second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to include among the expenditures 
of Maine in defending the territory heretofore in 
dispute with Great Britain, the amounts paid in 
borrowing money for those expenditures beyond 


| the rate of six per centum per annum, whether in 


the form of discounts or otherwise, in all cases 
in which the principal of such expenditures, and 
| interest upon them at the rate of six per centum, 
| have heretofore been refunded to the State by the 
United States. In making this ascertainment the 
accounting officers are to compute the principal 
and interest of the difference between the cash re- 
| ceived by Maine in negotiating stocks and notes, 
| and the nominal amount of such stocks and notes 
;and the interest accrued thereon; and in cases 


|| where Maine was obliged, in negotiating for 
|| moneys, to increase the rate of interest on pre- 


vious loans, the amount of such interest is to be 
computed and allowed, but not so as to reckon 
interest upon interest. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
/ amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MARTIN LAYMAN. , 


The bill (S. No. 235) for the relief of Martin 
Layman was read a second time, and considered 
| as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to authorize Martin Layman to 
enter the southwest quarter of section thirty-six, 
township twenty-nine north, range twenty-four 
west, in the Minneapolis land district, Minnesota 
Territory, upon payment of the usual minimum 
af $1 25 per acre, and to allow the superintend- 
| ent of public schools in the Territory of Minne- 
sota to select an equal amount of other lands in 
| the Territory for the use of public schools in lieu 
| of the lands granted bythe bill. 

Mr STUART. Itwill be necessary to amend 
that bill by inserting the word * State’’ for ** Ter- 
ritory.”’ 

The amendment was agree to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended ; 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


HARRIS AND BUTTERWORTH. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
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Wo. 937) for the relief of Arnold Harris and Sam- 
uel F. Butterworth. : : 
Mr. [VERSON. I object to the consideration | 








of that bill. It is releasing sureties. I think it | 
jsa very bad principle to do it under any circum- 
stances, unless the case is very strong 

The bill was passed over. 


CAPTAIN ALEXANDER ROSE. 


The ~ext bill on the Calendar was the bill 
(S, No. 243) for the relief of the heirs of Captain 
Alexander Rose. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Let that lie over 

The bill was passed over. 

ASHBURTON TREATY. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘ The following bill 
the Chair supposes to be a private bill; but he has 
not had time toexamineit, Itis the bill (S. No. 
950) to provide for quieting certain land titles in 
the late disputed territory in the State of Maine, | 

| 


; 


—————— 


and for other purposes, 
Mr. GREEN. Let that lie over. 
The bill was passed over. 


CHARLES M’CORMICK. 


The bill (S. No. 252) for the relief of Charles 
McCormick, assistant suirgeon in the United | 
States Army, was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides for the allowance to Charles Mc- 
Cormick, assistant surgeon in the United States 
Army, of a commission of two and a half per | 
centum upon the moneys disbursed by him at || 
New Orleans, under the first section of the act of | 
Congress approved March 2, 1847, ‘* providing | 
for the comfort of discharged soldiers who may 
be landed in New Orleans, or other places with- || 
in the United States, so disabled by disease or 
wounds, received in the service, as to be unable 
to proceed to their homes, and for forwarding || 
destitute soldiers to their homes;”’’ but the allow- || 
ance is not to exceed $1,000in any one year, and | 
is to be in full compensation for all extra services | 
rendered, expenses incurred, and losses sustained | 
by him in executing the law. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to | 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third | 
ume, and passed. 


TOWNSEND HARRIS. 


The bill (S. No. 254) for the relief of Towns- 
end Harris was read the second time. 

It provides for the payment to Townsend Har- 
ris, for his services and expenses in negotiating a 
treaty of commerce between the kingdom of Siam 
and the United States, of the sum of $10,000, to | 
be paid to him or to his authorized attorney. 

Mr. PUGH. I object to that bill. It appro- 
priates a large sum of money. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to offer an amendment to that bill? 

Mr. PUGH. I have no objection to the amend- | 
ment being received. 

Mr. SEWARD. The amendment is, in line | 
eight, to strike out the words ‘‘ his authorized | 
attorney,’’ and insert ‘* any attorney of said Har- 
ris, under any power of attorney executed by 
him, whether before or after the passage of this 
act.”? 

Mr. PUGH. Let it lie over. 

The bill was passed over. 

Mr. PUGH subsequently saia: I desire to with- 
draw the objection I made to the bill (S. No. 254) 
for the relief of Townsend Harris. After read- | 
ing the report, I have no objection to the bill. 

he Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- | 
sumed the consideration of the dill. 

The amendment offered by Mr. Sewarp, to 
strike out the words ‘‘ his attorney,’’ and insert | 
“any attorney of said Harris, ender any power | 
of attorney executed by him, whether before or | 
after the pesuage of this act,’’ was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amend- 
ed, and the amendment was concurred in. The 
bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, read the third time, and passed. 


DE BONNE AND DE REPENTIGNY. 


The bill (S. No. 259) authorizing.the courts to | 
adjudicate the claim of the legal representatives 
of the Sieur De Bonne and Chevalier De Repentig- 
ny, to certain land at the Sault Ste. Marie, in the 
State of Michigan, was read a second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 











| kansas to institute proceedings to try the validity 


|| of May 26, 1824. 
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hevalier 
De Repentigny, to present their petition to the 
United States district court for the district of 
Michigan, setting forth the nature of their claim 
to certain land at the Sault Ste. Marie, under an 


alleged grantin 1750, from the Governorand Lieu- | 


tenant-General, and from the Intendant General of 
New France, now Canada, with evidence in sup- 
port of their claim, stating the names of all per- 
sons claiming adversely, and praying that the va- 
lidity of the title may be inquired into and decided 
under the laws of nations, the laws, usages, and 
customs of the country from which the same was 


| derived, and the treaties and laws of the United 


States. The court is to examine the case; and, 
in adjudicating the question of the validity of the 
title as against the United States, to be governed 
by the laws of nations, and of the country from | 
which the title was derived, and also by the prin- | 
ciples, so far as they are applicable, whichare rec- 
ognized in the act of Congress approved May 26, 
1824, ** enabling the claimants to lands within the 
limits of the State of Missouri and Territory of Ar- 


of the same;’’ and the district attorney is to pro- 
ceed in defense of the interests of the United States 
in all things as required and directed by the act 
Suit is, however, to be insti- | 
tuted by the claimants within two years from the 


passage of the act, and an appeal may be taken || 


either by the claimants or the United States to the 
Supreme Court of the United States within one 


| year from the date of the rendition of the decree 
| of the district court. 


In the event of a final de- 
cision against the validity of the claim, or of the 
failure of the claimants to prosecute it within the 


| period specified, the claim is to be held forever 
barred, both in law and equity; butin the case of 
| a final decree in favor of the validity of the grant, 


it is not to be construed to affect, or in any way 
impair, any adverse sales, claims, or other rights 
which have been recognized by the United States 
within the limits of the claim, or which, under 


| any law of the United States, may have heretofore 


been brought to the notice of the land commis- 
sioners or of the land officersin Michigan; but for 
the area of any such adverse claims the legal rep- 
resentatives of De Bonne and De Repentigny are 
to receive from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office warrants authorizing them or their 
assigns to enter any other lands belonging to the 
United States, and subject to entry at private sale, 
at $1 25 per acre. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think that bill had better 
lie over. It seems to me to be a very dangerous 
principle to pass a special law to promote litiga- 
tion. The general laws of the country afford op- 
portunities to men to test their rights. 

The bill was passed over. 


BRIG CALEDONIA. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (H. | 


R. No. 218) for the benefit of the captors of the 
British brig Caledonia, in the war of 1812. 
Mr. WRIGHT. Is there a report in that case ? 
I should like to hear it read. 
Mr. SLIDELL. I prefer that that bill should 
be passed over. 
he bill was passed over. 


WILLIAM CRUICKSHANK AND OTHERS. 


The bill (S. No. 260) for the relief of William | 


Cruickshank, J. S. Polack, Calhoun Benham, 
and Frederick A. Sawyer, of San Francisco, was 
read a second time and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 


It provides that William Cruickshank, J. S. | 


Polack, Calhoun Benham, and Frederick A. Saw- 


yer, assignees of Juan B. Alvarado, may pros- | 
ecute the appeal taken by Alvarado from the de- | 

United States commissioners adverse | 
to his claim for the ** Nicasio’’ tract of land, which | 


cision of the 


appeal was dismissed By the district court of the 


nited States because notice of the intention to | 


prosecute it had not been given in time, and the 


appeal is to be reinstated and heard, and determ- | 
ined in the same manner in all respects as if it | 


had not been dismissed, and as if the notice had 
been given in time, and with the same right of 
oat by either party to the pone Court of 
the United States as is accorded by law in other 
land suits in California. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. There seems to be a prin- 
ciple involved in this bill that 1 do not exactly 


_ It proposes to authorize the legal representa- 
|| tives of the Sieur De Bonne, and of the 


228 








understand. After the right of final appeal is gone 
_ and there is a vested interest in the land, it is sin- 
gular that we should be asked to permit a rehear- 
ing. 

Mr. POLK. There is no contestant for this 

land. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The bill was reported b 

the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Reaaaae.} 
| He is not here. 
Mr. PUGH. The Judiciary Committee were 
| satisfied that these parties were misled, and failed 
| to give notice. There is no adverse party but the 
| Government. 

Mr. POLK. I understand there is no person 

contesting the right to the lands. 

Mr. PUGH. Their rights would not vest any- 
| how. It is only against the Government. We 
| are satisfied it is a case where the party was mis- 
_ and did not, therefore, give notice of the ap- 

eal, 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment; ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. GREEN afterward, said: I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill (8S. No. 260) was 
| passed. It passed without my attention being 
called to it. I think the bill very wrong. I move 
| to reconsider. - 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The motion to 
| reconsider will be entered. 


GEORGE W. FLOOD. 


The bill (S. No. 266) for the relief of George 
| W. Flood, was read a second time, and consid- 
| ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Its object is to allow to George W. Flood, for 
| his services as clerk in the bureau of topograph- 
| ical engineers, from December 1, 1854, to Sep- 
tember 16, 1856, the salary of a clerk of class 
one, after deducting the amount received by him 
| for services in that office during the same period, 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
| amendment; ordered to be engrossed for a third 
| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


G. ALONZO BREAST. 


The bill (S. No. 267) for the relief of G. Alonzo 
| Breast was read asecond time, and considered as 
| in Committee of the Whole. 

Its object is to place him on the list of invalid 
| pensioners, at the rate of six dollars per month, 
| commencing on the Ist of January, 1858, and to 
| continue during his natural life. 
| ‘The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment; ordered to be®@ngrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


AARON HAIGHT PALMER. 


| The bill (S. No. 268) for the relief of Aaron 
|| H. Palmer was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Its purpose is to allow to A. H. Palmer $3,000, 
in full compensation for his labor and research in 
| collecting and preparing information for the use 
| of the Government, relative to the Oriental na- 
| tions, and particularly Japan. 

Mr. KING. If there is a report in that case, 
| I ask for its reading. 

The Secretary read the report; from which it 
|| appears that Mr. Palmer has devoted many years 
'| to the collection of valuable information and sta- 
tistics in relation to the geography, productive 
resources, trade, commerce, &c., of the independ- 
'| ent Oriental nations. In January, 1848, he in- 
|| closed, in a letter from New York to President 





'| Polk, a memoir, stating the importance of open- 


| ing commercial intercourse with those nations; 
| and in the following February, by invitation of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, he visited Wash- 
ington for the purpose of promoting the action of 
our Government in furtherance of the views and 
suggestions contained inthe document sent to the 





President. In consequence of action of the Sen- 
ate on the papers furnished by him, he was de- 
tained in Washington, laboring for the Govern- 


mentin the superintendence of the printing of the 
papers, until Repestsber of that year. 

n 1849, he completed a series of papers con- 
taining geographical descriptions of many Oriental 
nations, among them the Empire of Japan, and 
he forwarded to Mr. Clayton, then Secretary of 
State, a brief resumé of those papers, which Mr. 
Clayton deemed of sufficient importance to cause 
them to be published. He afterwards submitted 
to Mr. Clayton a plan for opening Japan, which 


| 
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was ultimately adopted, and formed the basis of | Knap, was read a second time, and considered as 


the policy of our Government in the late maritime 
expedition under command of Commodore Perry. 
He had several interviews with that officer before 


he sailed, and furnished him with all the inform- | 


ation possible; and the last one was by special 
written request of the Secretary of the Navy. 

In pursuance of certain resolutions, presented 
by Mr. Hamu, chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and adopted by the Senate 


on the 2st of February, 1850, calling on the Sec- | 
retary of State for information respecting the bar- || 
barous treatment of shipwrecked American sea- | 


men in Japan, also, in regard to the independent 
Oriental nations, and their capabilities for a profit- 


able American commerce, Mr. Palmer was em- | 


»loyed by Mr. Clayton to assist him in preparing 

his answer to those resolutions, and he was dili- 
ently employed for about three months in that 
usiness. 


Between 1842and 1853, Mr. Palmer addressed a | 


series of letters, communications, and contribu- 
tions, including copies of his printed decuments, 


to high functionaries in Japan, having for their || 


object the opening of that empire to American in- 
tercourse and commerce, which he has transmit- 
ted, from time to time, to Nagasaki, through the 
only safe and reliable channels of communicating 
with that secluded and mysterious empire, and it 
may reasonably be presumed they have had an 
important influence and agency at that court in 
preparing the way for the successful result of 
Commodore Perry’s mission. 

Mr. Palmer also printed, at different times, two 
thousand two hundred and fifty copies of his 


memoirs, at his own expense, for distribution to | 


Senators, members of Congress, and executive 
officers of the Government; and, at the request of 
several Senators, he prepared a large outline map 
to illustrate his memoirs on Siberia, printed by 
order of the Senate in 1848, and in consequence 


of the delay at the time in the printing of the Sen- | 


ate documents, he claims compensauon for nine 
months’ services, in which he was necessarily de- 
tained during that year in the preparation of the 
map and correcting the proof sheets of the usual, 
as well as extra, numbers of copies of the memoir 
ordered by the Senate; and also for four months’ 
services m preparing a report, illustrated by a 
special chart, for the Secretary of State, under a 
resolution of the Senate of the 16th January, 1850." 

In view of the highly meritorious and valuable 
services thus rendered by Mr. Palmer, and their 
important results ingpreparing the way for open- 
ing new marts in the East to our commerce, the 
Committee on Claims came to the conclusion that 
he is justly entitled to compensation. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to | 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third || 


time, and passed. 
ANSON DART. 


The bill (S. No. 181) for the relief of Anson | 


Dart, was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. The Committee on Indian Affairs re- 
ported a substitute for the bill, to strike out all 
after the enacting clause, and insert: 

That the proper accounting officers of the Treasury De- 


partment be, and they are hereby, authorized and directed, | 


upon the settlement of the accounts of Anson Dart, late su- 
perintendent of Indian affairs of Oregon Territory, hereto- 
fore filed as his final accounts, to allow him at the rate of 


$3,500 per annum, forsalary for the time he served as such, || 


deducting therefrom the amount of salary heretotore allowed 
him; and further, to allow such just and reasonable ex- 
penses incurred for boarding interpreters and pay of an 
assistant clerk as he may prove to have been necessary; and 
that the amount for this purpose be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. ‘There is a verbal amend- 
ment necessary in the twelfth line, the effect of 
which will be to subject the accounts to the ex- 
amination of the Indian office before going to the 
accounting officers. The amendment is in line 
twelve, after the word ‘** prove,’’ to insert, ‘* to 
the satisfaction of the Commissioner of Midian 
Affairs.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments were concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLES KNAP. 
The bill (S. No. 272) for the relief of Charles 











in Committee of the Whole. 


It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the | 


Treasury to make such modifications in the con- 
tract now in force with Charles Knap, for fur- 
nishing material for the custom-house building at 
New Orleans, as, in his opinion, the principles of 
| justice may seem todemand; with a proviso that 
| these modifications shall not extend beyond a re- 
|| lease of the contractor from furnishing the mate- 
rial for the windows, doors, and stairways of the 
building, as specified in the contract. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
| panying the bill? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. There is no report. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I will state that the bill 
comes from the Committee on Commerce, and 
there is a letter from the Secretary of the Treas- 


Is there any report accom- | 
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| Pendergast was read a second time, and consid. 


} 
| 


| 
} 





ury accompanying it, which, I think, discloses the | 


grounds of relief on which the committee acted. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I donot want to object to the 


bill; but 1 know that in all these contracts for cus- | 
'tom-houses, post offices, and public buildings of | 
every description, the parties take them on cer- | 


tain conditions, and sometimes take them at too 


low a price to complete them, and come forward | 


to Congress to eke out theamount for which they 
contracted. It is really nothing but a swindling 
business. I know nothing of the unfairness in 
this case, but I shall be curious hereafter to know 
how such bills get through the Senate. 
nothing against it. 


Mr. TRUMBULL, 


I object to the bill, with- 


out some reason being given, or without knowing | 


_something about it. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I can, in a word, state the 
facts. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. I do not know anything 
about the case; but I will say to the Senator from 
| Louisiana that I think it improper, without some 
report or some reason, to pass a bill releasing a 
contractor from his contract. It may be right. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I will state ina few words, 
| in the place ofa report, what appeared tothe Com- 
mittee on Commerce, upon correspondence with 
the Department: Mr. Knap took a contract for 
furnishing certain iron work for the custom-house 
building at New Orleans. The work consisted 
partly of cast iron, and partly of wrought iron. 
Mr. Knap, it seems, understood the quantity of 
| iron required forthe custom-house differently from 
what the Government officers did. He madea 
very low bid for the cast iron, and a somewhat 
_ high bid for the wrought iron. Oncalculation, the 
contract was awarded to him, as the lowest bidder 
When the iron was called for, it was found by 
the Government officers that a much larger pro- 
portion of wrought iron was required than they 
expected, and wrought iron had been bid for at 
a higher rate, and a sum of something like one 
| hundred thousand dollars became due to Mr. 
Knap under his contract. The Secretary of the 
| Treasury refused to pay him a dollar, unless he 
| would modify his contract, and reduce his price; 
and, under this duress, hedid modify his contract 
| and reduce the price very far below the original 
| contract, in order to get the money for what he 
had already done, so as to enable him to go on 
| with his business. This modified contract, how- 
| ever, included the furnishing of the frames for 
doors and windows, and the price for them is 
| shown to be, under the new contract, reaily less 
| than one half what it costs him to get them; and as 
| he had already, under duress, been forced to break 
| the original contract, which was a very advan- 
|, tageous one to him, the committee thought it un- 
|| just to compel the fulfillment of the second con- 
|| tract in those parts of it which really involved loss, 
|, and the bill is merely to release him from that 


| portion of the subsequent contract which com- 


|| pelled him to furnish the frames for the doors and 
| windows. That is the whole case. 


|| The bill was reported*to the Senate without 


|, amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


! reading, read the third time, and passed. 


| BRIG GENERAL ARMSTRONG. 
The bill (S. No. 273) for the relief of the offi- 


| cers and crew of the private armed brig General 


Armstrong, was next announced. 
Mr. HAMLIN. That will be debated. 
The bill was passed over. 


JEREMIAH PENDERGAST. 
The bill (S. No. 275) for the relief of Jeremiah 


I know | 
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ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Its purpose is to allow to Jeremiah Pendergast 
$139 91, being the difference between the pay al. 
lowed him as a watchman on the construction of 
the Patent Office extension and th&t allowed to 
— watchmen. seg 

e petitioner was employe the late Rob. 
ert Mills, engineer and siehiieck i charge woe 
construction of the extension of the Patent Office 
building, as a night watchman, to receive the same 
compensation, it is alleged, as that paid to other 
watchmen. He furnishes évidence that he re. 
ceived but $1 25 per day for his services, extend. 
ing from the 3d day of July, 1849, to the 30th day 
of April, 1851, while other watchmen were receiy. 
ing $1 50 per day, until the approval of the act of 
Congress fixing the compensation at $500 per an. 
num, when they were paid at the latter rate. The 
petitioner asks Congress to give him the differ. 
ence of pay between that received by others and 
that paid to hfmself. The service performed by 
him being the same as that performed by others, 
the committee think the petitioner is entitled to 
the same pay. > 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ALBERT G. ALLEN. 

The bill (S. No. 277) for the relief of Albert 
G. Allen was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides that in the settlement of the accounts 
of Albert G. Allen, late navy agent at Washing- 
ton, one and one fourth per centum shall be al- 
lowed him upon the disbursements of extra pay 
made by him under the acts of Augusi 31, 1852, 
and March 3, 1853, to the officers, seamen, and 
marines who had served on the Pacific coasts of 
Mexico and California. 

Mr. KING. I ask for the reading of the report 
in that case. 

Mr. POLK. I was about to ask the Senator 
who made the report to state the amount ef extra 
pay on which the per centum is proposed to be 
allowed. 

Mr. HALE. If the Senate will indulge me, 
I will state the case in a much shorter time than 
the reportcan be read. Mr. Allen was navy agent 
here, and had the duty devolved on him to pay 
this extra compensation; and the Government of- 
ficers have decided that, being navy agent, and 
not falling within the duties of his bonds, he was 
bound to respond for any payments that were 
made on papers that proved vkimasity to be fraud- 
ulent. Under that construction they have charged 
him, and he is now debited on the Department 
books with, about three thousand dollars, for 
money that he paid after exercising the best dis- 
cretion that he could. This is certified to by the 
officers. The former navy agent, by the action 
of the Government, had two and a half per cent. 
for the same service. We cut him down to one 
half of that; one and a quarter per cent. is the 
whole of it. I believe it amounts to about ten 
thousand dollars, of which $3,000 now stands 
charged to him on the books. He cannot settle 
his accounts, and he has an outstanding bond to 
respond to the whole of the rest. 

Mr. PUGH. Ifyou will put in a proviso that 
he shall pay the $3,000, I shall not object. | am 
eee that we shall have another bill in for 
that. 

Mr. HALE. Oh, no; this allowance is to be 
made in settling his accounts. 

Mr. PUGH. I object to the bill. 

Mr. HALE. Well, allow the report to be read. 
It is not very long. 

Mr. PUGH. I take the Senator’s statement; | 
do not care about hearing the report. If the Sen- 
ator will putin the amendment, I shall not object. 

Mr. HALE. I will accept the amendment. 
Pat it in this form: * Deducting therefroin such 
amount as may be due from him to the United 
States.’? Will that answer? 

Mr. PUGH. Iam satisfied with that. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


BERNARD M. BYRNE. 
The bill (S. No. 282) for the relief of Bernard 
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M. Byrne was read a second time, and considered had been regularly enlisted inthe Army or Navy. 
|| Where a skillful and industrious mechanic or la- 


as in ‘ommittee of the Whole. 

Its purpose is to pay to Bernard M. Byrne, a 
surgeon in the Army of the United States, $616 26, 
‘y full, for special services rendered under a con- 
tract with the commanding officer at Fort Gille- 
land, Florida, in 1838. “5 

In the summer of 1838, the petitioner was an as- 
sistant surgeon in the Army of the United States, 
and stationed at Fort Gilleland, in Florida. The 
surrounding country being infested by hostile In- 
dians, a Jarge number of the inhabitants were 


driven from their homes and compelled to seek || 
protection in the vicinity of the fort, and so des- |! 


titute was their condition that Congress, on the 
jst of February, 1839, passed a joint resolution 
authorizing the President to cause rations to be is- 


sued to them from the public stores. It is further | 


represented that the privations and exposure to 


which the people were exposed caused sickness | 


to prevail amongst them, and there being no phy- | 


sician within twenty miles of the post, except the 
claimant, the commanding officer, who had been 
directed by the Government to protect the fugi- 


tive inhabitants from starvation by feeding them | 


from the public stores, deemed italso to be his duty 
to provide them with the medical services which 
their condition rendered so essential to them, and 
which they had no other means of obtaining; he 
accordingly entered into a contract with Dr. Byrne 
to render the necessary professional assistance for 
$100 per month; and Captain Beale certifies that 
the services were diligently and faithfully ren- 
dered from the 17th of April to the 22d of October, 
1838, and that ‘* had it not been for the skill and 
unremitting attention of Dr. Byrne, the situation 


of those poor people would have been truly de- | 


plorable, as there was not, during almost the 
whole of said time, any physician within twenty 
miles of that post.’’ These facts are stated in the 
report made to the House of Representatives at 
the third session of the Twenty-Fifth Congress, 
No. 213, which states that the contract and cer- 


tificate were then before the committee, but they | 


have since been lost; but the facts are substan- 
tially certified to by the Hon. Mr. Yutee. 
though, in a strictly legal point of view, the offi- 
cer may not have had the technical authority to 
enter into such a contract, the urgent necessity of 
the case affords a reasonable justification of the 
course he pursued; and, as the compensation stip- 


Al- | 


ulated was a moderate one, and the service was | 
necessary, and faithfully performed, the Commit- 


tee on Claims think the amount claimed, $616 26, 
ought to be paid. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to | 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third | 


time, and passed. 
JAMES MACCABOY. 
The bill (S. No. 283) for the relief of James 


Maccaboy, was read a second time, and consid- | 


ered as in Committee of the Whole. 


The object is to allow $500 to James Macca- | 


boy, for losses and injuries suffered by him while | 


engaged in the performance of his duty in the 
public service. 

The memorialist, whilst engaged in the faithful 
discharge of his duty as a fireman on board the 
United States steam-dredge at the Washington 
navy-yard, received a severe injury, which re- 


sulted in the loss of one of his legs above the knee | 


joint. The engineer in charge of the boat at the 
time, deposes that the accident occurred while 
Maccaboy was engaged in the discharge of his 
duty, and, he believes, without any neglect or 
carelessness on his part; that he was out of sight 
of the engineer, who, without being aware of his 
position, gave the order to start the machinery, 
without giving him notice This is corroborated 
by other testimony. Commodore Forrest, com- 
mandant of the yard, says: ‘* 1 should be pleased 
if the memorialist, who has beena faithful public 
Servant, and who lost a leg in the performance of 
his duty, coyld be placed on the pension roll for 
the remainder of his life.” 

While the Committee on Claims would not rec- 
ommend any departure from the established pol- 
icy of the Government, which limits the allow- 
ance of pensions to cases arising in the military 
or naval service, yet they believe cases may occur 
where a volunteer, or laborer, or mechanic may 
be as justly entitled to the bounty of his Govern- 


ment, for injuries received in its service, as if he |) 


borer is employed by the Government in a neces- 


| sary but dangerous service, and, without any fault 


or negligence, receives, in the performance of his 
duty, an injury which permanently disables him 
from providing for those dependent upon his skill 


, and labor for support, it would alike become the 


Government or an individual employer to mani- 


fest sympathy *‘in the only way calculated to 
carry conviction of its sincerity,’’ 
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in the chair.) It must be passed over, it giving 
rise to debate. 
WEBSTER &. STEELE. 


The bill (S. No, 291) for the relief of Webster | 
S. Steele was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of Webster S. Steele, of Illinois, on the 
list of invalid pensioners, at the rate of eight dol- 


by extending | lers a month, commencing on the 4th of Decem- 


some measure of material aid or bounty. Sucha | ber, 1857, to continue during his lifetime. 


case, it is believed, is presented by the petitioner. 


The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to | port. 


' be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 


5 


time, and passed. 
J. W. P. LEWIS. 


‘| 


Mr. POLK. I ask for the reading of the re- 

The Secretary read the report made by Mr. 
Kine, from the Committee on Pensions, by which 
it appeared that Webster 8S. Steele was, in Octo- 
ber, 1814, mustered into the service of the United 


The bill (S. No. 284) for the relief of C. Ed- | States asa private in the company of Captain W il- 
ward Habicht, administrator of J. W. P. Lewis, | liam Eels, of the New York militia, called out in 
was read a second time, and considered asin Com- || the wer of 1812 with Great Britain; that he was 


mittee of the Whole. 


stationed,with the company to which he belonged, 


It proposes to pay $2,238 47, being the balance | at Sackett’s Harbor, in the State of New York; 


of the accounts of J. W. P. Lewis, the United 
States agent for the construction of a light-house 
on Sand Key, in Florida. 

Mr. Lewis was appointed United States agent 


| for the construction ofa light-house on Sand Key, 


in Florida. Ona settlement of his accounts, in 
April, 1853, a balance was found against him of 


| $9,652 66; while he claimed a balance, as due 


him, of $2,400 24. On the 22d of June, 1857, a 
further settlement was made, by which a further 
allowance was made on vouchers which had been 
suspefiied or disallowed in the previous settle- 
ment, amounting to $9,652 66, which balanced his 
accounts on the books of the Treasury, and ex- 


| hausted the appropriation for the Sand Key light- 
| house, leaving still outstanding, of the amount 


of suspended and disallowed items, the sum of 
$2,400 24. Further vouchers were presented on 
the 28th December, 1857, upon which further al- 
lowances were made by the accounting officers, 
amounting in the aggregate to $2,238 47. This 
sum, thus finally decided to be due to the claim- 
ant’s intestate, is now suspended for no other 
cause, as stated by the accounting officers, ** than 
the want of an appropriation avatlable for the set- 
tlement thereof.’ -On this state of facts the bill 
is founded. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


MILES DEVINE. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 288) for the relief of Miles Devine, of the 
State of Maine. 

It proposes to pay him $500 for injuries received 
while in the employment of the United States, and 
for medical and other expenses incurred in con- 
sequence thereof. 

Mr. CLAY. I should like to hear the report 
in that case. 

The Secretary read the report made by Mr. 

| Simmons from the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. CLAY. Lobject to this billon twogrounds 
which 

Mr. IVERSON. I rise to a pointof order. If 

| the Senator objects, that puts the bill over. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope the Senator will 

| withdraw the objection. A bill passed a moment 
ago similar in its circumstances. 
| Mr. CLAY. I did not hear it, and 1 hope 
, somebody will move to reconsider it. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. And one passed at the 





|| last Congress of the same description. 


Mr. CLAY. What bill is it that passed? 


|| Mr. FESSENDEN. The bill for the relief of 
| James Maccaboy. 


|» Mr. CLAY. I move to reconsider that. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I hope the Senator from 
Alabama will not press the objection. It is a 
| hard case. 
| Mr. CLAY. It may be very hard, but I do 
| not think it is incumbent on the Government to 

provide for hard cases. 
| Mr. FESSENDEN. 
| peated instances. 
Mr. CLAY. It has been done wrongly, and I 
| want to raise the point on this bill. 
| Mr. IVERSON. 
| This bill 


It has been done in re- 


ives rise to debate. 


| and there, while in the service and in the line of 


his duty, contracted a disease, from hardship and 


| exposure, which has resulted in making him an 


invalid, and rendered him unable to obtain his 


| Support by labor. 


} 


I rise to a point of order. | 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosren | 





| sion, and presented the affidavits of William 


| field to the hospital. 


Ihe bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JAMES MACCABOY——RECONSIDERATION,. 


Mr. CLAY. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill for the relief of James Maccaboy 
was passed. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to know 


| what right the Senator has to make that motion 
| when he was not present? 
' 


Mr. CLAY. 1 was here and did not vote; but 
I suppose | am counted in the affirmative, as I did 
not vote against tt, 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
to say he was not here. 

Mr. CLAY. I said I did not observe it, and 
did not hear the report. 

Mr. MALLORY. I have no objection to the 
reconsideration of the bill; but I wish to raise the 
point of order to be decided now, because this 
motion is often made, whether a Senator who 
does not vote at all has a right to move a recon- 


I understood the Senator 


| sideration. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Fosrer.) 
I believe it is the usual practice, where votes 
have been taken rather sileftly, to consider each 


| Senator as voting in favor of the passage of 9 


measure, where there has beén no division, 

Mr. MALLORY. In this instance, the Sena- 
tor did not know the bill was before the Senate at 
all, it seems. 

Mr. CLAY. The Senator from Texas, who is 
before me, and did know, will make the motion. 

Mr. MALLORY. That removes the objection. 

Mr. HENDERSON. I make the motion, if 
necessary. 

Mr. CLAY. Ido not care to have the motion 
put now; but it may be entered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 

| tered. 


It will be en- 


JAMES A. GLANDING. 


The bill (S. No. 292) for the relief of James A. 
Glanding, was read a second time, and considered 
| as in Committee of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Interior to place 
the name of James A. Glanding, of Pennsylvania, 
on the list of invalid pensioners, at the rate of 
eight dollars per month, commencing on the 3d 
of December, 1855, to continue during his natural 
life. 

The petitioner was in the battle of Baltimore, 
on the 11th day of September, 1814, and he re- 


| ceived a wound in that battle, by a bail in the leg, 


which has resulted in totally disabling him from 
obtaining his support by labor. He applied to 
the Commissioner of Pensions for an invalid pen- 
is- 
homas Baily, who testified that they 
also were in the battle, and that when James A. 
Glanding was wounded, they carried him from the 
The Commissioner of Pen- 
sions denied the application for a pension, beenvse 
Mr. Glanding had not been mustered into the ser- 
vice, and the Jaws providing pensions granted 
them only to persons who were mustered into the 


man and 
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service. and who received their injuries while in 
the iine of their duty in the service. The affida- 
vits of Baisman and Baily have been lost, but their 
contents are testified to by Jesse C. Dickey, the 


| 





Representative in Congress, through whose hands | 


they passed to the Commissioner of Pensions, and 


by two other witnesses, who knew their contents | 


at the time. 
who unites in a battle, and who becomes an inva- 


lid from a gun-shot wound received in the battle, | 


should receive a pension, although he may not 
have been mustered into the service; and, there- 


fore, the Committee on Pensions recommend the | 


bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


THOMAS SMITHERS. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 65) for 


the relief of Thomas Smithers. 

It provides for placing his name upon the invalid 
pension roll of the Army of the United States, at 
eight dollars per month, commencing January 1, 
1855, to continue during his natural life. 


The petitioner was an enlisted drummer in Cap- | 


tain Thomas O. Jennings’s company of Virginia 
militia, in the regiment commanded by Major Sta- 
pleton Crutchfield. He entered the service on the 
30th March, 1813, and was discharged with his 
company on the 11th of October, 1813. During 
an engagement at Hampton, Virginia, with the 


British forces, he received a wound in both legs, | 


between the knees and ankles, caused by a splin- 
ter froma baggage wagon, which was shattered by 
acannon shot, and this has caused him severe 
physical suffering during all the time since he re- 
ceived it. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


FRANKLIN PEALE. 


The bill (S. No. 293) for the relief of Franklin 


Peale was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
to Franklin Peale $10,000 in full compensation 
for the use ofall his inventions and improvements, 
and for his extra-official services, in connection 
with the Mint of the United States and its various 
branches. 

Mr. WRIGHT. 
portin thatcase. . 

Mr. BENJAMIN. The report is a very long 
one. The substance is that the United States has 
made use, in the Mint, of a series of valuable im- 


I should like to hear the re- 


provements of Mr. Peale, by which a large amount | 


of wastage has been saved to the Government— 
I think in one year, over one hundred thousand 
dollars—and the proposition is to allow him 
610,000 for the use of all his inventions which 
have already benefited the Government more than 
ten times the amount. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I waive the call for the read- 
ing of the report. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have no objection to it, 
because I reported a bill which passed the Senate 
at this session on the same principle, and for the 
same thing—an improvement which saved money 
to the Mint; but I should like to understand what 
these improvements are. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. His statement is ‘ for im- 
provements and inventions in refining; apparatus 
for saving and concentrating sweepings; coining- 
presses and mmt machinery; service not official 
tn making mint machinery and apparatus for the 
branch mints; and for the use of the processes and 
machines at the branches and offices.”’ 


It is deemed just that a volunteer, | 








The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


DAVID D. PORTER. 


The bill (S. No. 295) for the relief of David D. 
Porter was read a second time, and considered | 


as in Committee of the Whole. 

Its pucpose is to direct the proper accounting 
officers to pay to David D. Porter, a lieutenantin 
the Navy of the United States, $743, for certain ex- 
traordinary expenses incurred by him in the dis- 
charge of his duty, under the orders of the Navy 
Department, on special service to the Island of St. 
Domingo 


i 


| sustained by Lieutenant Parter, it should be considered | 
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Mr. CLAY. I ask that the report be read. | Ansel Wilkinson, approved August 13, 1856, be 
The Secretary read the report of the Commit- | d c 


tee on Naval Affairs, which is based on the fol- 
lowing letter: 


Fourta Avupiror’s Orrice, 4pril 20, 1858, 

Str: A letter, addressed to the Department by the Hon. 
S.R Matvory, chairman of the Committee of the Senate 
on Naval Affairs, inclosing a petition of Lieutenant David 
D. Porter, of the United States Navy, praying that he may 
be allowed certain expenses incurred by him some years 
since while engaged, by order of the Department, on secret 
service in the Island of St. Domingo. and which were dis- 
allowed by the accounting officers principaily upon the 
ground that they were not chargeable to the ordinary ap- 
propriations for the Navy, having been referred to this office 
for a statement of the items thus disallowed, which, in the 
opinion of this office, are equitably due, and ought to be al- 
towed, [ have the honor to report that the sums claimed, 
but not admitted, were the following: 

1. For the entertaiment and transportation from place to 
place, on the Island of St. Domingo, of officers of the Do- 
minican Government, on board oy the United States brig 
Porpoise, commanded by Lieutenant William E. Hunt, 
which was placed by the Deparynent at the disposal of Lieu- | 
tenant Porter, for assisting him in the performance of the 
duty upon which he was ordered, $350. 

2. Entertainment of public officers. and other persons of 
influence at the city of St. Domingo, $30. 

3. Expenses incurred in receiving the Governor at Porte 
Platte, $20. 

4. For loss of $92, in paper currency of the island, in 
crossing the rivers Barrilegas and Mainon, $92. 

5. Loss of other personal property, ineluding cjothing, 
revolver, &c., $162. 

6. For a pair of pistols left on board the Spitfire, and for 
which no receipt was taken, 230, 

7. For a traveling sword left on board the Porpoise, for 
which no receipt was taken, $14. 

8. For twenty two days’ detention at Pensacola; twenty 
in going to St. Domingo, and two on returning, $45. 

I am of opinion that it would be equitable to allow Lieu- 
tenant Porter all these items, exeept the 6th, 7th#&nd part | 
of the 8th. | 

The expenses of entertaining persons of distinction and 
influence abroad by the commanding officers of our national 
vessels, where such expenses have not been extravagant, 
and have been thought to be required by the dignity of the | 
service or the interests of the United States, have been re- 
peatedly sanctioned by Congress, and ii could searcely be 
but that such expenditures would be requisite in the per- 
formance of such service as was assigned to Lieutenant 
Porter. The amount, moreover, being very moderate, I 
have no hesitation in recommending that it be allowed. In 
judging of the equity of an allowance for losses of property 


' 
Treasury DeraRTMENT, | 
| 








that he was taken from the ordinary line of naval duty, and | 
dispatched upon a hazardous and delicate mission, which 
would seem more properly to have belonged to a civilian, 
but which was thought to require, with intelligence and | 
tact, the courage, energy, and disregard of privation, which | 
might more certainly be found in a military officer. He was 
sent among a semi-barbarous people, in a country replete 
with dangers, where precipices and mountain passes were 
to be traversed, and unbridged rivers to be crossed; where, | 
from the roughness of the traveling, his clothing was more 
than onee obliged to be takep from his own person for the 
relief of the animals he was using, and where, while on his 
route, he was for some time destitute of shoes or stockings. 

His service was perilous and difficult, and he executed 
it gallantly and well. Under these circumstances, I think 
it equitable that he should be saved from pecuniary loss, 
and that he should be allowed the sum he claims for paper 
money, clothes, and other property lost, to the amount of 
about two hundred and fifty dollars. 

As Lieutenant Porter was ordered to proceed to Pensa- 
cola, and there embark in a Government vessel for St. Do- 
mingo, and upon his arrivat there found no vessel ready to | 
receive him, it appears to me reasonable that the expenses 
of his detention there, on his way out, should be allowed 
him ; but as it does not appear that there was any necessity 
for his remaining at that place on bis return, the same rea- 
son for the «defraying of his expenses by the Government 
does not exist. 

I do not think he ought to receive any allowance for the 
pistols and sword left on board the Spitfire and Porpoise. If 
they were public property, he should have taken such re- 
ceipts for therm as would have exonerated him ; and if they 
belonged to him, he does not appear to have exereised such 
carefu'ness in regard to them as would give bim an equita- 
ble claim upon the Government for their value. 

It is proper for me to state that there are no vouchers in 
this office beyond the certificate of the petitioner for the ex- 
penditures or losses which have been referred to, except 
receipts for his board at Pensacola, and the statement of 
Lieutenant Hunt as to the expenses of entertaining the Do- 
minican officers on board the Porpoise. 

I do not mean to imply the least doubt, however, of the 
correctness of the petitioner’s representations of the case, 
for U have none. 

The papers referred to me are herewith returned. Ee 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, vour obe- 
dient servant, A. 0. DAYTON. 


Hon. Isaac Tovucey, Secretary of the Navy. 





The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ASEL WILKINSON. 


The bill (H. R. No, 307) to amend an act en- 
titled «*An actgranting apension to Ansel Wilkin- | 
son,” approved August 13, 1856, was considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. — 

lt provides that the act granting a pension to | 


so amended that the word ** Ansel’? shall read 
sel where it occurs in the act. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
| a third reading, read the third time, and passed, 


CALIFORNIA CIVIL FUND. 
| The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 


| No. 98) to authorize and direct the payment of 
| certain moneys into the treasury of the State of 
, California, which were salladtad in the ports of 
said State as a revenue upon imports, since the 
ratification of the treaty between the United States 
|} and the Republic of Mexico, and prior to the 
| admission of said State into the Union. 
| Mr. MALLORY. That is not a private bill, 
| Mr. BENJAMIN. That bill properly requires 
someexamination. It had better be passed over 
for the present. 


The bill was passed over. 


HENRY ETTING. 

The bill (S. No. 301) for the relief of Henry 
Etting, was read a second time, and cousidered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to allow Henry Etting, a purser in 
| the Navy, $1,098 51, being the amount paid hy 

him to Lieutenant J. C. Rich, as judge advocate 
during the years 1843, 1844, and 1845. 

Mr. Etting was purser of the frigate Macedo. 
nian, the flag-ship on the coast of Africa, from the 
7th of April, 1843, to the 4th of July, 1845. Dur. 
ing that period several courts-martial were ordered 
by the commander-in-chief, commodore Perry, 
of which Lieutenant J. C. Rich, of the marine 
corps, was appointed judge advocate, and the ser- 
vice performed by him was rendered in a situa- 
tion where no one could be found so capable. For 
this service Lieutenant Rich presented vouchers, 
approved by the captain of the Macedonian and 
| the commander-in-chief of the squadron, to the 
aggregate amount of $1,098 51, which were paid 
promptly by the petitioner, as they were sever- 
ally presented, at the termination of each respect- 
ive trial. The petitioner, on his return from the 
| coast of Africa, presented the vouchers, with the 
accounts of the ship, to the Fourth Auditor of the 
Treasury, who subsequently informed him that 
the amount ‘* must necessarily be disallowed, as 
by the second section of the dene appropriation 
act, passed on the 23d August, 1842, it is declared 
that no officer in any branch of the public service 
shall receive any extra compensation or allow- 
| ance for any service he may render.’’ The sec- 

tion of the act of 1842, referred to by the Fourth 
Auditor, is: ‘* That no officer in any branch of 
, the public service, or any other person whose sal- 
| ary, pay, or emoluments is or are fixed by law 








extra allowance, or compensation, in any form 
whatever, for the disbursement of public money, 
or for any other service or duty =handnien, un- 
less the same shall be authorized by law, and the 
appropriation therefor explicitly set forth that it 
is for such additional pay, extra allowance, or 
compensation.’’? The petitioner alleges that he 
was ignorant of the prohibition contained in the 
Army appropriation bill of 1842, and that he was 
governed by previous regulation and precedents 
sanctioned by the Department, and that the pay- 
ments were made by him in good faith, upon 
vouchers in proper form, under the approval of 
the presidents of the courts and the commander 
of the squadron, and prays that he may be cred- 
ited with the amount, which still stands charged 
against him on the books of the ‘Treasury De- 
partment. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


JOHN A. FROST. 


The joint resolution (S. No. 34) for the relief 
of the legal representatives of John A. Frost, de- 
ceased, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes so to construe the provisions of the 
first section of the act entitled ** An act for the 
| relief of the forward officers of the late exploring 
| expedition,’’ approved February 1, 1849, as to 
| embrace the case of John A. Frost, who was act- 

ing boatswain of the United States brig Porpoise 
» foes expedition, from January 1, 1 

» » é 

i Frost served as boatswain on board the United 
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States brig Porpoise, in the South sea exploring 


| 


expedition under Captain Wilkes, from the Ist of | 


January, 1839, to the 7th of July, 1842, but ow- 
ing to the omission of his name on the pay rolls 
rerdered on the arrival of the expedition in the 
United States, the accounting officers of the Treas- 
ury disallowed his claim for the extra pay of $250 
yer annum, under the act of February 1, 1849. 
The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read the third timejand passed. 


JAMES SMITH. 


The bill (S. No. 302) for the relief of James 
Smith was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Its object is to place the name of James Smith, 
now of the city of Washington, late a soldier in 
the war with Mexico, and on the frontiers of 
Texas, upon the invalid pension roll at the rate 
of eight dollars a month, to commence on the 4th 
of March, 1858, and to continue during his life- 
time. 

The petitioner was several years in the Army 
of the United States, serving throughout the Mex- 
ican campaign and doing duty upon the frontiers 
of Texas, where he received the injury, while out 
with a scouting party, which has resulted in a 
permanent disability. The duty upon which he 
was engaged at the time of receiving the injury 
is regarded of a hazardous character; and though 
the manner in which he received the wound does 
not appear in evidence, the petitioner appeared in 
person with an arm totally disabled, and stated 
that the injury was inflicted by a blow from a 
musket struck by the non-commissioned officer 
who was in command of the scouting party to 


which he was attached. The blow broke the arm | 


and dislocated the elbow joint, and before he was 
able to return to camp and receive surgical treat- 
ment, a bony union of the joint had taken place, 
and left his arm so crooked as to be totally dis- 
abled. 
turn until his wound was healed, when he was 


discharged from the service, on the surgeon’s cer- | 


tificate, for ordinary disability. 


He remained in the hospital after his re- | 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ISAAC VARN, SR. 


The bill (S. No. 303) for the relief of Isaac 


Varn, sr., was read asecond time, and cunsidered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to require the Secretary of War to 
examine and adjust the claim of Isaac Varn, sr., 
of Duval county, Florida, for the use and occu- 


pation of his property, for wood and timber cut | 


from his land, and for other property belonging 


to him, taken and used by the United States | 


troops between April 1, 1836, and July 1, 1841; 
and to pay the amount so found due, upon com- 


petent and sufficient evidence, not exceeding || quence of which the prosecution of the work was 


| discontinued. 


$5,000. 
Mr. KING. I think the bill had better lie over. 
The bill was passed over. 


SAMUEL H. TAYLOR. 


The bill (S. No. 306) for the relief of Samuel | 


H. Taylor was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides for the allowance to Samuel H. 
Taylor of $540, for extra service performed b 
him as messenger in the office of the Third Aud- 


itor of the Treasury, from June, 1853, to June, | 


1856. 
Mr. WRIGHT. 


report. 
he Secretary read the report, from which it 


appears that Mr. Taylor was employed as a la- | 


I ask for the reading of the | 


borer in the office of the Third Auditor, at fifty | 


dollars per month. In June, 1853, itbecame neces- 


sary to hire a building, separate from the Treas- | 


ury Department, for the use of a portion of that 


} 


office, in which some twenty-four clerks were lo- | 


cated. For this branch of the office Mr. Taylor 
was the sole messenger and laborer; and for a 
portion of the time, as stated by the principal 
clerk in charge, this office was 
ve o’clock, a. m., until nine or ten o’clock, p. 
m., during all of which time the petitioner was 


in attendance as messenger and laborer. The late | 


Assistant Seer of the Treasury states that the 
average wullarel satis employed in this divis- 


| 


ept open from | 


| 
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| severe labor and attention performed beyond the 


| tions, and they consider the case under consider- | 


| upon fifteen dollars per month as a reasonable rate 
for the time he was so employed. 








| was the only person employed in the capacity in 


it had been submitted by the Commissioner of 


| tracting parties, and that he should be paid at the 


ion was about twenty-four, and that Mr. Taylor || 


question in that division from June 1853, to June, 
1856, and that his diligence and activity supplied 
the place of numbers, accomplishing twice, if not 
thrice, as much labor as, in general, is performed 
by employés of hisclass. The claimant deposes 
that his extra service extended to six or seven 
hours every day, and that Colonel Burt, then 
Third Auditor, told him to continue the duty, and 
he would see him paid. Colonel Burt soon after | 
left the office, and subsequently died. 

The committee do not recognize the right of | 
officers of the Government generally, and espe- 
cially of the higher and more expensive grades, 
to compensation for extra services, or for services 
performed out of office hours, or agree to give 
them such extra pay, except in extraordinary 
cases, yet there may be cases, especially of sub- 
ordinate and poorly paid employés, in which jus- 
tice and equity would not only justify, but de- 
mand, additional compensation for unusual and 


ordinary requirements of departmental regula- 


ation to be one of these. The committee think it 
just and proper that Mr. Taylor should be allowed | 
an additional compensation, and they have fixed 


| 
| 
| 
| 





} 


Mr. WRIGHT. Iam satisfied. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without | 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


reading 


g, read the third time, and passed. 


M. C. GRITZNER. 
The bill (S. No. 308) for the relief of M. C. 


Gritzner was read a second time, and eonsidered | 
as in Committee of the Whole. | 
It proposes to appropriate $379 77, to be paid | 
to M.C. Gritzner, out of the patent fund, for com- | 
pensation and damages on account of the rescind- | 
ing, by the Government, of a contract made with 
the Commissioner of Patents, on the 30th of | 
March, 1857, for the execution of descriptions and | 
illustrations of the Patent Office report for that | 
year, before the work was completed. 
The petitioner, on the 30th day of March, 1857, 
entered into a contract with Charles Mason, then | 
Commissioner of Patents, to prepare and exe- | 
cute descriptions and illustrations for twenty-five 
hundred patents for the year 1857, for which he 
was to receive $6,000, or pro rata, if they should | 
exceed or fall short of this number; the price of | 
each being $2 40. 
tion of his contract, and prepared descriptions for 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four pat- | 
ents, when, on the 22d of September following, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 


< : inane || ~. ; ; 
he was notified that the contract had been disap l) sidered noket Coentiitine of the bala. 





proved by the Secretary of the Interior, to whom | 


Patents only a few days previously; in conse- 


Payment has been made for the 
number then completed, at the pro rata rate of | 
compensation. The petitioner claims that the | 
contract was fully binding upon each of the con- | 


same rate for the whole number of illustrations 


for the year, being two thousand nine hundred || 
and twenty-six, amounting, on the unexecuted || 


pS 


portion, to $2,520 60. It appears that the con- | 


tract was duly and regularly made according to || 


recedent, in the office of the Commissioner of 

atents, and that the petitioner executed the illus- 
trations and descriptions of the year previous 
under a similar contract, which was never sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of the Interior for appro- 
val. He was willing and anxious to perform and 
fulfill his part of the contract; and to the extent of 
two thousand five hundred illustrations, the cost 


OBE. 


He entered upon the execu- || 





of that number exhausting the appropriation for 
that purpose, the committee think he was justified 
in relying upon the contract as securing to him 
the work, so long as he performed it in accord- 
ance therewith and satisfactorily to the Govern- 
ment. The damages which he sustained by the 
suspension of the contract, after he had completed 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four il- 
lustrations and descriptions, are estimated at what 
would have beer the petitioner’s actual profits 
upon the six hundred and twenty-six illustrations 
which, under the contract, he was entitled to exe- 
cute. Taking his own estimate of expenses in- ; 
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| curred in the execution of similar work the pre-« 


vious year, it appears that his profit on each would 
have hee sixty and two thirds cents, making, 
upon the whole, $379 77, which sum the commit- 
tee think should be allowed him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


JOHN B. MILLER. 


The bill (S. No. 309) for the relief of John B. 
Miller was read the second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

Its purpose is to place the name of John B. 
Miller upon the roll of invalid pensioners, at eight 
dollars per month, commencing on the lst of Sep- 
aa 1857, and continuing during his natural 

ife. 

Mr. Miller served as teamster under Quarter- 
rffister Sibley and others, from May, 1846, until 
some time after the battle of Monterey, and while 
in the actual performance of his duty as such 
teamster, and while on the road from Carmargo 
to Monterey with provisions, his mules became 
mired, together with other teams, and during the 
efforts made to extract them from the mire, he re- 
ceived a severe kick from one of them upon the 
leg, which produced long and severe suffering, 
and finally resulted in necrosis of the bone, making 
amputation necessary. Though he never was at- 
tached to any regularly-organized military com- 
pany, and transferred therefrom for duty as a 
teamsterin the quartermaster’s department, which 


| would be necessary in order to give hima pension 


under existing laws, he has become totally dis- 
abled from an injury received while strictly in the 
line of his duty in the military service of his coun- 
try, and the committee are therefore disposed to 
waive the technicality of the law, and to grant 
him a pension. The amputation was performed 
by Dr. Gibson, then surgeon of the San Franciseo 
county hospital, in the year 1855, and he testifies 
to the extensive necrosis of the bone, but no evi- 
dence is produced ta show under what medical 
treatment the patient was from the time of his 
discharge up to the time of his entering the hos- 
pital; but from the nature of the disease and the 
circumstantial evidence produced, and also from 
the established good character of the petitioner, 
the committee have the utmost confidence in his 
statements. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
time, and passed. 


WILLIAM SMITH. 
The bill (H. R, No. 209) for the relief of the 


representatives of William Smith, deceased, late 
of Louisiana, was read a second time, and con- 


Its object is to confirm the claim of William 
Smith to six hundred and forty acres of land, new 
occupied by William B. Allen, in the parish of 
Livingston, Louisiana, being the same he resided 

| on at the time of his death, and settled originally 
by Stephen Terry, and represented on the map 
of surveys as section thirty-nine, in township six 
south, of range three east; and section sixty, in 
township six south, of range two east, 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered tu 
| a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


PIERRE BROUSSARD. 
The bill (H. R. No. 211) for the relief of the 


heirs and legal representatives of Pierre Brous- 
sard, deceased, was considered as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

It provides for the confirmation to the heira 
and legal representatives of Pierre Broussard, de- 
ceased, late of Louisiana, of their title to a tract 
| of land situated on the Bayou Teche, in the parish 
| of St. Martin, known on the recognized public 
| surveys as section thirty-six, in township eight 

south, of range five east, containing about one 
hundred and seventy acres. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


MRS. AMBROISE BROU. 


The bill (S. No. 276) forthe relief of Mrs. Am- 
broise Brou, of the parish of St. Charles, State 
of Louisiana, was considered ‘as in Committee of 
the Whole. | 

It proposes to confirm her title to lot or section 
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and lotor section ten, in township thirteen south, 
ranve twenty east, in said State; these lands being 
the unconfirmed half of a tract of. nine arpents 
twenty-six toises front, by eighty arpents indepth, 
the other half of which was confirmed to Am- 
broise Brou, by the act of Congress of February 
28, 1823. 

Pierre Brou had been, in the year 1791, already 
forty years in possession of a tract of land of ten 
arpents front, by eighty in depth, which, at his 
death, became the property of his sons Ambroise 
and Jacquez Brou, who, after a joint possession 
of a number of years, divided itin 1816. In 1820, 
Ambroise Brou presented his half for confirma- 
tion, which was granted by the act of Congress 
of 1823, confirming the report made by commis- 
sioners on Gth January, 1821. In 1826, Jacqui Zz 
sold his half to Seraphin Brou, and Seraphin re- 
sold'to Ambroise in 1830, so that Ambroise * 
came owner of the whole tract. [It now appears 
that, while Jacquez was owner of one half the 
tract, he neglected to apply for its confirmation, 
and the tract is now placed on the maps recently 
made by the Land Office as public lands. It is 
Vain that the United States have no title to the 
ands; and that they are private property, which 
did not pass to the Government under the treaty 
of cession. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

R. W. CLARKE. 

The bill (S. No. 324) for the relief of R. W. 
Clarke, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides for paying R. W. Clarke, late as- 
sistant messenger in the office of Commissioner 
of Pensions, $225, in full compensation for extra 
services performed by him in that office as clerk, 
from January 1, 1851, to October 1, 1852. 


Mr. CLAY. Let the report be read. 
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six, townsinip twelve south, range twenty east, 


The Secretary read the weport made by Mr. , 


Iverson, on the 10th of May, from which it ap- 
pears that Mr, Clarke was employed in the office 
of the Commissioner of Pensions as an assistant 
messenger, ata compensation of $500 per annum, 
After the passage of the bounty land law of Sep- 
tember, 1850, the duties of the office were so much 
increased that it became necessary, as it is al- 
leged, to call on the petitioner to devote a portion 
of his time to the performance of the duties of a 
clerk. He commenced the performance of these 
extra duties January ], 1851. In November, of 
that year, the Commissioner of Pensions, on the 
suggestion of his chief clerk, represented to tlie 
Secretary of the Interior that the claimant was per- 
forming, in part, the duties of a clerk, in addition 
to his proper duties, and recommended that com- 
pensation, at the rate of $300 per annum, should 
Gs allowed therefor. The Secretary approved 


‘of the suggestion, and the additional pay was al- 


lowed, from October 1, 1851. The present appli- 
cation is for the extra pay between January 1, 
when the service commenced, to October 1, when 
the pay was wade to commence. As the service 
from January 1 is certified by the then chief clerk, 
and was necessary, and was subsequently so rec- 
ognized by the Secretary, the committee think it 
just that the amount claimed should be allowed. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. ANN P. DERRICK. 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. | 


No. 325) for the relief of Mrs. Ann P. Derrick, || 


widow of W. 8. Derrick, deceased, which pro- 
poses to allow her the difference between her hus- 
band’s pay as chief clerk of the State Department 


and the salary of the head of the Department, | 


while he was acting Secretary of State. 
_Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 am opposed to the prin- | 
ciple of that bill. 
he PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster.) | 
ar bill being objected to, it lies over under the | 
rule, 
KATHARINE M. HAMER. | 
The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. | 
No. 6) to continue the pension heretofore granted 
to Katharine M. Hamer, which had been reported 
by the Committee on Pensions, with a request to 
be discharged from its further consideration. 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 











Mr. PUGH. There is no objection to that bill | 
that I know of, except the fact that we passed a |} 
general act yesierday. Now, if the general bill || 
were passed, I should, of course, have this bill | 
laid on the table; but this lady is in such cireum- 
stances that her case ought to be attended to. 
Her pension expired on the 3d of December, 1856. 
Her husband was a meritorious officer. She isa 
very poor lady, and I think she ought to have’a 
pension. 

Mr. JONES. You are aware of the fact, Mr. 
President, that the committee was unanimous in 
favor of the bill for this lady; there is no objec- | 
tion to granting her a pension; but we believed it 
would be more likely to pass if included in the 
general bill. I believe it is the unanimous opin- 
ion of the committee that the House of Repre- 
seiitatives will be more apt to pass a general bill 
than a special bill. This is a strong case 

Mr. IVERSON. I rise toa point of order. 

Mr. PUGH. I hope the bill will be passed 
without further debate. 

Mr. IVERSON. If there is to be any further 
debate, [ must object. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
bills go together. 

The bill was passed over. 

CATHERINE DICKERSON. 

The bill (S. No. 326) for the relief of Catherine } 
Dickerson was announced as the next private bill 
on the Calendar. 

It contains a direction to the Secretary of the || 
Interior to place the name of Catherine Dicker- 
son, widow of John Dickerson, late a pensioner || 
of the United States, upon the pension rolls, un- 
der the provisions of the act of July 7, 1838, en- 
titled ** An act granting half-pay and pensions to 
certain widows,’’ and pay to her the amount to 
which she would have been entitled under that | 
act, from March 4, 1836, to the date of the com- | 
mencement of the pension she now receives. | 

Mr. IVERSON. Does not that come under | 
the provisions of the general bill? 

Mr. JONES. No, sir. 

Mr. KING. [ think this bill, granting back 
pensions, had better lie over. 

Mr. CLAY. I object to it 
The biil was passed over. 


WILLIAM CONWAY. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (H. R. No. 100) to 
reviye an act entitled ** An act for the relief of the 
heirs, or their legal representatives, of William 
Conway, deceased.’’ 

The heirs of William Conway, deceased, or 
their legal representatives, having never been able 





L ‘object. Let all these 





| evening of the 26th o 





to avail themselves of the provisions in their favor || 


contained inan act approved July 2, 1836, partly 
because of some error or mistake as to the loca- | 
tion of the portion of the lands applied for under | 
the act, and partly because of the existence of a | 
legal controversy between the parties in interest || 
under its provisions, it is proposed to revive and || 
continue the act for one year, {| 
Mr. STUART. I should like to hear from the | 
Senator from Louisiana what was the substance || 
of the former act which is proposed to be revived. || 
Mr. BENJAMIN. I cannot exactly recollect 
this case, but there was a report in the House of |! 
Representatives. I think the act authorized these || 
heirs to make an exchange of certain lands with || 
the Government. 
themselves so as to make it impossible for them | 
to comply with the provisions of the law within | 
the year for which the former act was passed. | 
This bill renews it for one year. | 
Mr. POLK. I recollect the case. There was | 
before the committee a statement of counsel that | 
| 


explained the litigation which prevented the par- 
ties from availing themselves of the benefit of the 


were unanimously of opinion that the time ought 
to ve extended for another year. } 
Mr. STUART. Very well. 
to the Senate without || 


third time, and passed. | 


JOHN PICKELL. 


The bill was reporte 





The bill (S. No. 328) for the relief of Joha 
Pickell, late a liedtenant in the United States || 
rmy, was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. | 





It is a direction to the Secretary of the Interior 
to place the name of John Pickell, late a lieuton. 
ant in the Army, upon the roll of invalid pension. 
ers, and to pay him such full pension per moni) 
as is allowed to officers of his rank, under exist. 
ing invalid pension laws, commencing November 
1, 1857. 

Pickell graduated at West Point, in the year 
1822, and was commissioned second lieuienant in 
the fourth regiment of artillery, and continued jn 


_ the faithful discharge of his duties as an officer jn 


the Army until the year 1838. During his ser. 
vices in the Florida war, in which he was actively 
engaged for some three years, his health wag per- 


_ manently injured; and in the battle of Fort Drane, 


August 12, 1836, he did most distinguishing ser. 
vice, in the performancé of which he received an 
injury from which he has never recovered. Jp 
the course of the engagement he was compelled 
to detach the mgn under his command to act as 
light infantry, and to push his piece of artiller 

(a brass six-pounder) across a ravine toa position 


_in the midst of a large body of Indians, and by a 
| rapid discharge of his cannon, loading, poising, 
| and firing with his own hands, and entirely un- 
aided, he prevented a flank movement of the en- 


emy, and thereby saved nearly the whole com- 
mand. In thus gallantly performing this unusual 
duty, the nearest proximity to the cannon was 
necessary, and the shock upon the right ear, from 
the discharge of the piece, was so severe that the 
next day after the battle a violent hemorrhage 
from the ear ensued, of which he has had returns 
ever since. This local injury so enfeebled his con- 


| stitution that he was finally obliged to withdraw 
| from the service, and from its effects he has be- 
| come totally disabled. 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, read the third time, and passed. 


STEPHEN R. ROWAN. 
The bill (S. No, 330) for the relief of Stephen 


R. Rowan was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It is a direction to the attorney. of the United 
States for the southern district of Illinois to enter 
satisfaction of a judgment rendered by the dis- 


| trict court for that district at its June term, 1856, 
| in favor of the United States of America against 


Stephen R. Rowan, on his paying all the costs, 
Prior, and down to the 29th of May, 1845, 
Rowan was receiver of public moneys in the land 
office at Shawneetown, lilinois. In pursuance of 
an order of the Secretary of the Treasury, on the 
¢ May, of that year, he 
embarked on board the steamer New World, at 
Shawneetown, bound from New Orleans to Cin- 
cinnati, for the perpose of depositing the public 
moneys in his possession in the Louisville Savings 
Institution, at Louisville, Kentucky, taking the 
money with him, consisting of silver and gold. 
The silver was in boxes, and the gold in his trunk. 
The gold was in ten parcels, wrapped securely in 
paper and sealed. Four of these parcels contained 
$700 each, two of them $500 each, one $400, an- 
other $200, another $195, and the other one $46 80. 
‘hey were carefully stowed in the trunk, which 


|, was of leather. 


On his going on board the steamer, Mr. Rowan 
applied to the clerk to take charge of his mouey. 
This he declined to do, saying that-he had no 
lock upon his office. Rowan then deposited the 
money in his state-room, and kept in siglt of it 
all the way to Louisville. The boat arrived at 
Louisville in the night, and, being behind time, 
the captain notified the passengers intending to 
debark at Louisville, they could have only ten 
minutes to get on shore. Rowan went ashore im- 
mediately and as speedily as possible to get a hack 
to take himself and his trunk and boxes up to the 
bank. Being alone, he was compelled to cease 
his watch upon his trunk and boxes whilst absent 
in procuring ahack. In about five minutes he re- 
turned, got the boxes and trunk, and drove up to 
the hotel in which the president of the bank board- 
ed; sent in for him, took him into the hack, and 
went with him round to the bank, where they de- 


pa the trunk and boxes in the vault, and after 
1 


ocking them up left them there for the night. The 


| next morning they proceeded to count the money, 
when they discovered that six of the parcels of 


gold, containing, $2,341 80, were missing, namely, 
one of the $700 parcels, the two $500 parcels, the 
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cel. On examination of the trunk, it was found || 


that ithad been cut with a sharp instrument, and 
the bundles abstracted. Mr. Rowan immediately 
sroceeded to Cincinnati to try to find out some- 
thing further about the theft, and, if possible, to 
eocure the thieves. He learned, from the clerk, 
that a couple of men of very bad character, who 
had come on board the boat at New Orleans, es- 
caped from it at Louisville without paying their 
passage; and that they had probably robbed the 
trunk and stolen the gold. Mr. Rowan offered a 


reward of $500 for the recovery of the money,and | 


g quarter section of good land for the apprehen- 
sion of the thieves. 


The silver was safe and untouched. 


ing. 


Mr. Rowan had often before taken the public || 


money from Shawneetown to Louisville in large 


amounts, but had never met with any loss previ- | 


ous to this occasion, although he was not more 
careful than on the trip of the robbery. Indeed, 
the committee think he was as careful of the 
treasure in his charge as he knew how to be. His 
character for truth and honesty was shown to be 
irreproachable. Mr. Rowan gave timely notice 
of the larceny to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
Hon. R. J. Walker, and also to General Shields, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office; and 
in May, 1846, with the concurrence of these offi- 


cers, he presented his petition to Congress for || 


relief. ‘he case came into the hands of Judge 
Pennybacker, a member of the Senate, who died 


into the files of the Senate, and remained there 
until quite recently. 

On the 27th of 
count was settled at the Treasury Department, 
and a balance of $2,386 83 was struck against 
him. On the 7th of March, 1856, his account 


to the last-named date, amounting to $1,369 73, 


and making, together with the principal, the sum | 
of $3,756 56. At this date, it was found that | 


there was a balance of $216 14 due by the United 
States to Mr. Rowan on another account. This 
amount was deducted by the Comptroller from the 


above sum of $3,756 56, and a balance of $3,540 42 | 
But while the | 
accounting officer of the Treasury charged inter- | 
estagainst Mr. Rowan on the balance of $2,386 83 
in favor of the United States, he allowed no in- | 
terest against the United States on the balance of | 


was shown against Mr. Rowan. 


$216 14 in favor of Mr. Rowah. On the balance, 


as last shown above, suit was instituted against | 
Mr. Rowan, and judgment taken, with stay of | 
execution for one year, at the June term, 1856, of | 
the United States district court for the southern | 
The judgment was entered | 


district of Illinois. 
for debt as principal, notin the sum of $3,540 42, 


the balance shown as above stated, after deducting | 
the $216 14, but for the whole sum of $3,756 56, | 
without deducting the $216 14, and for interest on | 


the above stated principal, amounting to $284 93, 
also for $39 50 costs of suit. 

Thus, while on the one hand the United States 
pol eeees for interest on interest, on the other 

and not only was all interest refused to Mr. 
Rowan on the balance found to be due him, but 
even that balance was not allowed him. 

The committee think that satisfaction ought to 
be entered on the judgment against Mr. Rowan, 
on his paying all the costs. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


P. S. DUVALL AND COMPANY. 
The bill (S. No. 331) for the relief of P.S. Du- 


vall & Co., was ‘read a second time, and consid- | 


ered as in Committee of the Whole. 


It provides for the payment to P. S. Duvall & | 
Co., of Philadelphia, of $768 in full for sixty- | 
four reams of paper furnished by them on which | 


bd illustrations of the Japan expedition. 
he petitioners contracted with the Govern- 


ment in 1856 to print, with plate illustrations, the | 
second volume of Perry’s Japan expedition, to | 
be paid when delivered; the Government to sup- | 
ply the paper. In pursuance with this contract, | 


they printed, with the illustrations, a large num- 
ber of copies; and had them ready to deliver when 
they were destroyed by fire in April, 1856, to- 


g400 parcel, the $195 parcel, and the $46 80 par- | 


But all his efforts to regain | 
the money or apprehend the thieves were unavail- | 


ugust, 1845, Mr. Rowan’s ac- | 














| gether with the plates from which the work was 
illustrated. They recommenced the work, and 
| applied to the Superintendent of Public Printing 


|| for paper; but as Congress was not in session, 


they obtained the paper from the manufacturer, 
with the consent of the Superintendent, subject 
to future adjustment, and proceeded to perform 
' the contract. The account filed by the petitioners 
| is for value of property as follows: ‘Ten thou- 
: sand and twenty exch of ten plates for the Japan 
| expedition, volume two, being on hand ready for | 
delivery and destroyed by fire Lith April, 1856, | 
$3,121 97; redrawing ten plates, at $30, $300; 
sixty-four reams of paper, at $12, $730; total, 
$4,209 97. 

These statements are corroborated by the Su- 
perintendent of Public Printing. ‘The Committee 
of Claims do not deem the petitioners entitied to 
relief beyond the value of the paper. They show 
no reason why they did not secure themselves 


‘| against loss by insurance; and the Government, 


| in contracting with them, did not undertake to 
| insure them against loss by fire. 

| ‘The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
| be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
| time, and passed. 


ANTON L. C. PORTMAN. 

The bill (S. No. 332) for therelief of Anton L. 
C. Portman was read a second time, and consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. 

It proposes to pay to Anton L. C. Portman, the 


|| clerk to Commodore M. C. Perry, while in com- 
before he had reported upon it. The papers went | 


mand of the East India squadron, $1,000, for his 
services as Dutch interpreter during the negotia- 
tion of the treaty between the United States and 
the Empire of Japan. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 


|| reading, read the third time, and passed. 
was again stated, and he was charged interest on || 
the above balance, from the 7th of August, 1845, | 


THOMAS LAURENT. 


The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No 334) for the relief of Thomas Laurent, sur- 
viving partner of the firm of Benjamin and Thomas 
Laurent, which proposed to return $15,000, paid 


|| by the parties to General Scott, for the purchase 


of a house in Mexico, since taken from them by 
the Mexican authorities, 

Mr. PUGH. Let that bill lie over. 

The bill was passed over. 


EDWARD INGERSOLL. 


The bill (S. No. 224) for the relief of Edward 
Ingersoll was considered us in Committee of the 
W hole. 

Its object is to allow to Edward Ingersoll, mili- 
tary storekeeper at Springfield, Massachusetts, 
$335 75, being the amount of a judgment with cost 
against him for the hire of carriages used by the 
board of commissioners (appointed under the act 
of March 3, 1853) while in the discharge of their 
duties at Springfield armory. 





Army, approved March 3, 1853, a board of com- 
missioners was appointed to examine the United 
States armories. While in the discharge of their 
| duties at Springfield, in Massachusetts, Edward 
|| Ingersoll, the military storekeeper at that place, 
|| employed carriages for the use and convenience 
|| of the board, the expense of which, it was sup- 
| posed, would be charged to their contingent ac- 
1 count, which, including this item, was audited and 
i passed by the board during their session. The 
| 


appropriation to defray the expenses of this com- 
mission was not sufficient to cover them all, as the 
item of hack hire was stricken out of the estimate 
before it was sent to Congress, for the reason that 
it should be paid by the commissioners them- 
selves. Application was then made to the com- 
missioners for the payment of the amount thus 
|| due, and for which Mr, Ingersoll was held respons- 


gersoll has been compelled, by course of law, to 
ay the judgment and costs against him, amount- 
ing to 


der to obtain the use of carriages for the commis- 
sioners, ata reasonable price; but as the payment 
|| has fallen upon him, it is only fair that he should 
|| be reimbursed in the amount for which he was 
held accountable. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
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amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ABNER MERRILL. 
The bill (S. No. 335) for the relief of Abner 


| Merrill, of the State of Maine, was read a sec- 


ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

It directs that there be paid to him a pension of 
eight dollars per month in lieu of the four dollars 
he aow receives, the increase to commenee on the 
lst of December, 1857, and continue during his 
natural life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


/ amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


35 75. The commissioners should have | 
paid this money; Mr. Ingersoll’s agency in the | 
matter only extended to making a bargain in or- | 


EDWARD P. VOLLUM. 


The bill (S. No. 336) for the relief of Assistant 
Surgeon Edward P. Vollum, of the United States 
Army, was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. 

Ti provides for the ascertainment and payment 
of the value of the property lost by Assistant Sur- 
geon Edward P. Vollum, of the United States 
Army, who, while under orders of the War De- 
partment, was on board the brig Fawn, bound for 
Fort Umpqua, Oregon Territory, when she was 

| wrecked, on the 2lst of November, 1856; but no 
allowance is to be made for any property except 


| what was useful, necessary, Aang ene for such 


| an officer while on the voyage, an 


Under the act making appropriations for the | 


ible; but they failed to attend to it, and Mr. In- | 


engaged in the 
| public service. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
| be engrossed for a third reading, read the third 
| time, and passed. 


CALEB SHERMAN. 
| Thebill (S. No. 338) for the relief of Caleb Sher- 


man was read a second time, and considered as ip 
Committee of the Whole. 
| Under its provisions, in the settlement of the 
| accounts of Caleb Sherman, collector of customs 
| at Paso del Norte, V'exas, the proper accounting 
| officers will allow to his credit $975 37, that being 
the amount of Government money of which he 
| was robbed on the night of November 6, 1855. 

The petitioner was appointed collector of the 
customs for the district of Paso del Norte, on the 
5th of August, 1854, and immediately thereafter 
entered upon the duties of his office, tte collected 
| large sums of money, which have been duly ac- 
counted for; but on the nightof November 6, 1855, 
his office was entered, and the iron safe, furnished 
by the Government, and in which the funds col- 
| lected were kept, was broken open, and the con- 
tents abstracted and carried away, including the 
sum of $975 37. The office in which the peti- 
tioner transacted his business was ona public and 
frequented street, and in the neighborhood of oc- 
cupied dwellings; the safe was such as afforded 
every reasonable evidence of its perfect security, 
| and was used by other persons, by permission of 

the petitioner, for the deposit of funds; and no 
negligence is justly imputable to him in reference 
to the place of deposit, which was the best that 
could be afforded under the circumstances. 

It appears, moreover, that on the night of No- 
vember 7, 1855, some persons broke into the build- 
ing, threw the safe down, unscrewed the handle 
of the door, and by this means were enabled to 
insert a quantity of gunpowder into a cavity of 
the lock, by which they blew open the door. This 
was a concealed defect in the construction of the 
safe, which, no doubt, was unknown to the pe- 
titioner. All the money then in the safe was car- 
ried off, of which several considerable sums be- 
longed to merchants who had funds deposited 
therein. Itappears that there was money therein 
belonging to the Government, apparently equal 
to the amount stated, but the exact amount of 
which can only be ascertained by the books of the 
| office, and the statement of the petidoner. The 
individuals by whom the robbery was committed 
were at once pointed out by circumstances which 
left no doubt of their identity. They all decamped 
on the night of the robbery, and escaped into Mex- 
ico. All reasonable efforts were made to capture 
them and recover the money, but without success. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ANN L. ROGERS. 
The bill (S. No. 340) for the relief of Ann L. 
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Rogers was read a second time, and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 


it provides for paying to Ann L. Rogers, as- | 


signee of John A. Rogers, $1,280 90, being in 
full of the balance due to John A. Rogers, as late 
examiner of land offices in Mississippi and Ala- 


bama, under an appointment of the Secretary of 


the Treasury. 

Mr. John A. Rogers, the husband of the peti- 
tioner, was appointed, in August, 1841, to exam- 
ine the land offices in the States of Mississippi and 
Alabama, for which service he was to be allowed 
a compensation of eight dollars per day while 
engaged in the examination, and six dollars for 
every twenty miles’ travel. In the settlement of 
his accounts, after the completion of the service, 
his charges of per diem for seventy-one Sundays, 
at eight dollars per day, $568, and olht days ex- 
amining records at Mobile, $64, amounting in ail 
to $632, were, amongst other items, disallowed at 
the Treasury. Also, his mileage for two thou- 
sand ove hundred and sixty-three miles, which 
was disallowed on the ground that the nearest 
routes were not pursued, or that the travel was 
performed between some points more than once. 
his item amounts to $648 90. 

The committee consider that he ought to have 
been allowed pay for Sundays, whilst in the ser- 
vice of the Government. He was to receive a 
stipulated sum per diem whilst engaged in the 
work. There was no exemption or exception as 
to Sundays. His expenses were as great on Sun- 
days as on any other day. It is very probable 
that he traveled as well on Sundays as on other 
days. They made up a portion of the time that 
he was away from home and in a distant cduntry 
amongst strangers. It is reasonable and just that 
he should be paid for them. In the per diem al- 
lowances made under similar circumstances, Sun- 
days have not been excluded—as in the former 
pay of members of Congress, who always drew 
pay for Sundays as well as other days, and 


such has been the general practice of Govern- 


ment, 

The charge for examining certain records at 
Mobile ought to have been allowed, as this ser- 
vice was performed by Colonel Rogers, and came | 
within the spirit of his instructions, and proved 
beneficial to the Government. 

In relation to the mileage, it appears that a 
longer distance was traveled over by him than the 
nearest routes between the offices he visited, but 


this was doubtless- rendered necessary from the || 


causes and circumstances stated by Colonel Ro- 
gers. At thetime he was engaged in the service, 
the country was nny new, the facilities 
for traveling bad, and at that season of the year, 
during the rainy season, the water-courses were 
generally swollen and impassable. This is often, 
and, indeed, generally the case, in the winter in 
that country; so much so, that travelers are fre- 
ajuently detained days, and in some cases weeks, 
by these unavoidable causes. 
ean very well understand and believe that the 
routes taken b 
and proper, and that if he had waited for the sub- 

siding of the streams, and charged, as he would | 
have been entitled to, for the time of detention, it | 
would have cost more to the Government than 


try traveled over by Colonel Rogers, and has had 
some very similar experience as that alleged by 
him in passing from point to point across the 
country. Under the circumstances, the commit- 
tee have no doubt that Colonel Rogers acted for 
the best, and that he could not avoid the neces- | 
sity of passing over longer routes,in the faithful | 
discharge of his duty, than the nearest distances 
between the consecutive points of his visitations. 
They, therefore, think that this item ought to be 
allowed, and, with the other sums above stated, 


make the aggregate of $1,280 90, for which a bill | amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third | 


te reported. The claim of Colonel Rogers has 
been regularly assigned to his wife, now under- 
stood to be his widow, and the committee there- 
fore reported the bill in her favor. 
The bill was reported to the Senate, ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, read the third | 
time, and passed, 


SMITH, PERKINS AND Co. 


The bill (S. No. 106) fer the relief of Elijah F. | 


The committee |) 


Colonel Rogers were necessary || 


ij 
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| was read a second time and considered as in Com- 
| mittee of the Whole. 

The bill, as introduced, authorized the Secre- 
| tary of the Treasury to refund to Elijah F. Smith, 
Gilman H. Perkins, and Charles F. Smith, of 
Rochester, in the State of New York, the sum 
of $1,088 10, being the amount of penalty paid 
| by them to the United States on one debenture 
bond, executed by John B. Glover & Co., dated 
April 2, 1857. 

The Committee on Finance reported it with an 
amendment to strike out the words, ** of Roch- 
ester, in the State of New York, the sum of 
$1,088 10, that being the amount of the pen- 
alty paid by them to the United States on one de- 


benture bond executed by John B. Glover & Co., | 


dated April 2, 1857,”’ and insert: 


Composing the firm of Smith, Perkins & Co., of Roch- 


ester, New York, the sum of 8837, paid by them to the Uni- 

ted States on one debenture bond, executed by John B. 
, Glover & Co., dated April 2, 1857, as penalty over and above 
| the regular duties on the merchandise therein mentioned. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. 

Mr. SEWARD. I wish to suggest another 
amendment. One of the parties was killed on a 
railroad since the bill was introduced. I move to 
insert, after the names, the words, ‘*‘ or the sur- 
vivors of them.’ * 

The amendmeht was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

JOHN GRAYSON. 
The joint resolution (S. No. 38) for the relief 
of John Grayson, was read a second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
Under it, the accounting officers of the Treas- 


ury, in adjusting the account of John Grayson, | 
pension agent at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, are to | 


place to his credit the amount of $526 73, paid 

| by him to George DeCamp, one of the surviving 
children and heirs of Susannah Stokely, deceased, 
widow of Nehemiah Stokely, a captain in the 
revolutionary war; the same having been paid in 
conformity with the directions of the Secretary of 
the Interior, as conveyed upon the face of a cer- 
tificate of pension issued by the Commissioner of 
Pensions to George DeCamp. 


By the act of 4th July, 1836, the widow of a | 


soldier of the Revolution, under certain circum- 
stances, was entitled to receive ‘‘ the annuity or 
pension which might have been allowed to the 
husband,’’ &c. 


(then in charge of the subject,) in favor of Susan- 
nah Stokely, widow of Captain Nehemiah Stokely, 
| for a pension, from the 4th March, 1831, to 27th 
| August, 1836, the day of her death, at the rate of 

$480 per annum, payable to Joseph Stokely and 
| Polly Finley, the only children of Captain Stokely, 
| for whose service the pension was granted. Upon 


In 1854, Mr. DeCamp, a son of Mrs. Stokely by 


|| a subsequent marriage, applied for his portion of 


| the pension, as one of the legal heirs of Mrs. 
| Stokely, and in February, 1855, a certificate was 
| 


sum of $526 13. This certificate was duly paid 
_by Mr. anges the duly authorized pension 
-agent. On the presentation of his accounts, the 
| voucher for this payment was disallowed by the 


| accounting officers, on the ground that the whole 


| amount allowed by law had been already paid by 
| competent authority, and Mr. Grayson was in- 
formed that he must apply to Congress for relief. 
The committee think, as the pension agent paid 
| the money upon the regular warrant of the proper 
Department, which he had no authority to revise 
| or question, he is entitled to credit for it. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 


_ reading, read the third time, and passed. 
CALIFORNIA BATTALION CLAIMS. 


The bill (S. No. 367) to provide for the pay- 
ment of certain California claims, was read asec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 


provides for the payment of $8,129 41}, in 
full settlement of claims favorably rep upon 
| by the board of Army officers (appointed under 


Smith, Gilman H. Perkins,and Charlies F. Smith, || the sixth section of the act approved August 31, 





On the 11th December, 1844, a 
certificate was issued by the War Department, 


this certificate the two children received the sum | 
|| of $2,630 66, the whole amount allowed by law. 


. | issued by the Department of the Interior for the | 
the mileage charged. The chairman of the com- || 


mittee has much knowledge of much of the coun- || 
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| 1852) in their final report to Congress, dated Apri 

| 19, 1855. : ee 
‘| Mr. POLK. Is there a report in that case? 

Mr. BRODERICK. There is aunanimous re. 
port from the Committee on Military Affairs, 

| The bill was reported to the Senate without 

amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a thirg 

| reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MRS. ELIZA E. OGDEN. 
| The bill (S. No. 368) for the relief of Mrs. Eliza 
| E. Ogden was read a second time, and considered 
/ as in Committee of the Whole. 
__ It provides for the payment to Mrs. Eliza E. 
Ogden, widow of the late Major Edmund A. 
Ogden, the sum of $1,396 19, being commissions 
for disbursements made by Major Ogden out of 
i! oe for the Mexican war. 
he bill was reported to the Senate without 
/ amendment. 
Mr. CLAY. I should like to hear the report, 
Mr. IVERSON. I can obviate the necessit 
| for the reading of the report by stating the facts, 
This bill is in conformity to various bills which 
have passed both Houses of Congress, to give 
commissions on money disbursed above his or- 
dinary duties. 
Mr. CLAY. I withdraw the call for the read- 
_ ing of the report. 
‘The bill was ordered to be engrossed fora third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 
CHRISTIAN INDIANS. 
___The next bill on the Calendar was the bill (S. 
No. 323) to confirm the sale of the reservation 
held by the Christian Indians, and to providea 
permanent home for said Indians. 
Mr. PUGH. I think that can hardly be called 
a private bill. It had better go over. 
Mr. BIGLER. I hope the Senator will allow 
| the bill to be considered. 
Mr. POLK. I think it is a private bill. 
Mr. PUGH. It relates to the Indian policy. 
I think a bill of that sort ought not to be consid- 


ered on the Private Calendar; but I will hear the 
bill. 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Whereas, by the thirteenth article of a treaty made and 
concluded at Washington, on the 6th day of May, 1854, be- 
tween the United States of America and the Delaware In- 
dians, a grant of four sections of land was made to the 
Christian Indians, for which a patent was to be issued to 
the said Indians, *‘ subject to such restrictions as Congress 
may provide ;”’ and whereas, a patent was soissued to them 
on the 2ist day of May, 1857; and whereas, it fully appears 
by the evidence and papers on file before the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, that the four sections of land set apart by 
said treaty were, on the 29th day of May, 1857, sold and con- 
veyed by said Christiah Indians toone A. J. isaacks for the 
consideration of $43,400, which sum was a fair considera- 
tion fer said lands : Therefore, 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
upon the payment of the said sum of $43,400, by the said 
A. J. Isaacks to the Secretary of the Interior, for the use 
and benefit of said Christian Indians, within ninety days 
from the passage of this act, it shall then be the duty of the 
| President of the United States to confirm said sale. 
|| Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
'| the Interior be, and he hereby is, authorized and required 
i 
| 
| 


to receive the proceeds of the sale of the said four sections 
of land, and apply the same as follows : that is to say, so 
| much thereof as may be necessary to the purchase of a suit- 
|| able tract of land for a permanent home for the Christian 
Indians, the erection of the necessary buildings for their 
accommodation, and the purchase of stock, agricultural 
| implements, and whatever else may be necessary to estab- 
| lish them thereon ; the balance of the said fund to be in- 
| vested by the Secretary of the Interior in safe and profitable 
stocks, the interest whereof shall be applied to the support 
|| of aschool among the said Christian Indians. 
i Sec. 3. Ant be it further enacted, That whenever the 
|| Christian Indians desire it, the tract purchased under the 
|| provisions of the preceding section shall be divided among 
‘| them, under the direction of the President of the United 
|} States, to be held in severalty and with all the rights inct- 
|| dent to a fee-simple estate : Provided, That the said tracts, 
|| when so divided, shail be forever inalienable by the grantees 
| or their heirs, except with the consent and approval of tle 
|| President of the United States. 


Mr. KING. Istherea 

The PRESIDING OFFIC 
port sooorepet ying the bill. 

Mr. KING. Then it had better go over. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN afterwards said: I was not 
in, a few minutes since, when the Senate bill No. 
323 was called, and its consideration objected to 
by the Senator from New York. He is now 
willing to withdraw his objection. : 

There being noobjection, the Senate, asin Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
‘| bill (S. No. 323) to confirm the sale of the reser- 
| vation held by the Christian Indians, and to pro- 
‘| vide a permanent home for said Indians. 
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